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Michael West
Curriculum Vitae

8.15.25

1. Education
2018


Ph.D., English and Comparative Literature, Columbia University

2011-12

Coursework in Ph.D. Program in English, CUNY Graduate Center. 

2009


M.A., English, University of Houston 
















2006


B.A., English and Politics, University of Dallas
2. Academic appointments

2024 – present


Assistant Professor of English, University of Dallas

2023 – 2024



Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow of English, University of Dallas

2022 – 2023 


Affiliate Assistant Professor of Humanities, University of Dallas

2019 – 2021



Affiliate Assistant Professor of English, University of Dallas

2018





Lecturer, Department of English, Columbia University

2017 – 2018



Lecturer, Departments of English & Catholic Studies, Sacred Heart University

3. Honors and Fellowships 

2025


COR Challenge Faculty Development Fund Award, University of Dallas

2024


Haggerty Teaching Excellence Award, University of Dallas

2017-18

Core Preceptorship for “Literature Humanities,” Columbia University
2016


Francis Bacon Short-Term Fellowship (declined), Huntington Library

2015


Grant-in-aid, Collegium Colloquy on Faith & Intellectual Life. June 20-26

2015


Grant-in-aid, Folger Institute, for symposium, “Shakespeare’s Language,” April 16-18

2013


Grant-in-aid, Lumen Christi Institute, for seminar, “Christianity, the Unity of  

Knowledge, and the Secularized Academy,” with Brad Gregory. Chicago, July 22-26

2012-17

Marjorie Hope Nicholson Fellowship, Columbia University

2007-09

Presidential Fellowship, University of Houston

4. Teaching

A. Courses Taught at UD

2025
Spring
Early Modern Literature (ENG 3326) [new prep, 2 sections]





Literary Tradition II (ENG 1302)

2024
Fall

American Literature (ENG 4360) [new prep]






Literary Tradition I (ENG 1301) [2 sections]

2024
Spring
Literary Tradition II (ENG 1302) [2 sections]






Literary Tradition I (ENG 1301)

2023
Fall

Literary Tradition IV (ENG 2312) [new prep]






Literary Tradition I (ENG 1301) [2 sections]






ST/Epic II: Christian Epic (HUM 6V79 7QS) [new course, new prep, online]

2023
Spring
Master Teachers in the Western Tradition (HUM 6358) [online]
2022
Fall

ST/Teaching the Novel (HUM 6V78 7QA) [new course, new prep, online]
2022
Spring
Master Teachers in the Western Tradition (HUM 6358) [new prep, online]
2021
Fall

Literary Tradition I (ENG 1301)

2021
Spring
Literary Tradition II (ENG 1302)

2020
Fall

Literary Tradition I (ENG 1301)

2020
Spring
Literary Tradition II (ENG 1302) [new prep]
2019
Fall

Literary Tradition I (ENG 1301) [new prep]
B. Thesis Supervision: 

M.A. Thesis Director – Samuel Kimzey (Fall 2023)

M.A. Thesis 2nd Reader – Elise Williams (Spring 2024), H.D. Tolson (Spring 2025)
5. Scholarship:
A. Publications: 
i. Dissertation: “Theater of Enigma in Shakespeare’s England”
ii. Book: Theater of the Obscure: Staging Enigma in the Age of Shakespeare. (under contract at University of 

Pennsylvania Press, manuscript in final revisions).
iii. Articles:
“Hamlet’s ‘Inexplicable Dumb Shows’ and the Pleasures of Enigma.” Studies in English Literature 61.2 

(Spring 2021): 269-295. (Peer Reviewed).
“Were There Playgoers During the 1580s?” Shakespeare Studies 45 (2017): 68-76. (Invited, Peer Reviewed).

“Wonder, Artifacts, and the Human in The Faerie Queene.” Special issue (“Spenser and the 

Human”) of Spenser Studies 30 (2016): 369-391. (Peer Reviewed).
iii. Book Review: 

Review of Playing and Playgoing in Early Modern England: Actor, Audience and Performance, in Shakespeare Quarterly 76 (Spring 2025): 85–87.
B. Presentations: 
[As Presenter]
2026


“Traherne, Hobbes, and ‘Thin Skin.’” 
Accepted for presentation at the Renaissance Society of America Conference. San 

Francisco, February 19-21.

2026


“Nashe’s Prefatory Voice.”




Accepted for presentation at “Thomas Nashe and Voice” Conference. University of 

Cambridge, January 9-10.

2025


“Travel, Experience, and Education in As You Like It.”

Shakespeare Association of America Annual Conference. Boston, March 19-22.

2024


“Erasmus and the Emergence of ‘Secular Literature.’”




Southwest Conference on Christianity and Literature. Irving, November 15-16.

2024


“’Sad Experiment’? Milton and the Experientia Docet Tradition.” 





Conference on John Milton. St. Louis, June 10-12.

2023


“Necromantic and Anachronic Renaissances.”

Shakespeare Association of America Annual Conference. Minneapolis, Mar. 29-April 1.

2022


“Wisdom, Youth, and Age in King Lear.” 

Shakespeare Association of America Annual Conference. Jacksonville, April 6-9.

2021


“‘Alike In Dignity’: Shakespeare and the Transformation of Human Dignity.”

Notre Dame Center for Ethics and Culture Fall Conference. November 13.

2021


“The Dilemma of Inessential Shakespeare.”

Shakespeare Association of America Annual Conference. Online. March 31- April 3. 

2020


“Teaching Difficulty.”


Shakespeare Association of America Annual Conference. Online. April 15-18.

2019
“When is the Pleasure of Interpretation?”


Shakespeare Association of America Annual Conference. Washington, April 17-20.

2018
Roundtable Participant, “What Now for Allegory Studies?”

Renaissance Society of America Annual Meeting. New Orleans, March 22-24.

2017
“How To Make a Villain and a Clown: Tautology, Contradiction, Nonsense.”


ASC Blackfriars Conference, Staunton, VA. October 24-29.

2017
“Mystery and Tautology in Twelfth Night.”


Shakespeare Association of America Annual Conference. Atlanta, April 5-8.

2016
“Foreign Languages, The Spanish Tragedy, and Enigmatic Theater.”  

Renaissance Society of America Annual Meeting. Boston, March 31-April 2.

2016


“‘One Word in Private’: Whispered Conversation in King Lear.”
Shakespeare Association of America Annual Conference. New Orleans, March 23-26.
2015

“‘Inexplicable Dumb Shows’ and Communities of Ignorance.”

Shakespeare Association of America Annual Conference. Vancouver, April 1-5.
2012


“The Dismodernist Condition in King Lear and The Prince.” 

CUNY English Student Association Conference: Cripples, Idiots, Lepers, and 

Freaks: Extraordinary Bodies / Extraordinary Minds. New York, March 23.

2010


“Allegory That Evades Dogma: Erasmus on John 6:48-58.” 

The Renaissance Society of America Annual Meeting. Montreal, March 24.

2009


“Milton’s ‘Mala Lingua’: Or, How Poems 1645 Includes Its Own Negative Review.”

South Central Modern Language Association Convention. Baton Rouge, October 30.

2008


“Three Kinds of Prophets: Flannery O’Connor and the Two Narrators of The Violent 

Bear It Away.” Southern Writers, Southern Writing Conference. University of 

Mississippi, July 18.
2008 


“Addressing a Real Audience:  The First Assignment in a Composition 

Classroom.” Various Ways of Teaching Composition, Literature, and Creative Writing. University of Houston, December 8. 

2008


“Irony and Sincerity in Love’s Labor’s Lost.” 

The Elizabethan World and Its Contexts. University of Texas at Arlington, May 2.

[As Organizer]

2016


Co-organizer, “Reading Against Time: Transhistoricism and Early Modern 

Literature.” Columbia University, April 22.

2016 


Panel organizer, “Failures of Playing and Playgoing in Early Modern 

England.” Renaissance Society of America Annual Meeting. Boston, March 31-April 2.

C. Research grants applied for:
2025

Folger Shakespeare Library Short-term Scholarly Fellowship ($8,000) – for “Learning from Literature in Early Modern England” (not awarded)
2024

NEH Summer Stipend ($10,000) for “Learning from Literature in Early Modern England” 
(not awarded)
2024

ACLS Fellowship ($5,000) for “Learning from Literature in Early Modern England” (not 

awarded)
D. Work in progress: 

“Nashe’s Prefatory Voice” – presentation accepted for the “Thomas Nashe and Voice” Conference, 
in Cambridge, England, January 9-10, 2026.

“Traherne, Hobbes, and ‘Thin Skin’” – presentation accepted for “Thomas Hobbes and the 17th-
Century Literary Imagination” panel at Renaissance Society of America Conference, February 19-21, 2026.
“The Person is the Product? How AI Exposes the Tension Between Process and Product in 
Undergraduate Writing” – presentation submitted for “Technology and the Human Person in the Age of AI” conference at Baylor University, February 26-28, 2026.

“Learning from Literature in Early Modern England.” Second book. 
6. Service: 
A. Service to the University:
2025-26


President, Phi Beta Kappa






Director of Prestigious Fellowships of Scholarships






Co-organizer for Patrick Callahan visit to UD (Aug. 29-30, 2025)





Letter of Recommendation Writer for: Isabella Brown
2024-25


Vice President, Phi Beta Kappa
English Department Representative, IPS Qualifying Oral Examinations

Selection Committee member for Lendvay Prize, English Department

English department Representative for Admission Event, 4/11/25

Panelist for Scholars of Excellence Weekend, 2/22/25

Speaker for CAB Event on Santa, Turkeys, and Myth, 11/19/24

Panelist for “Serious Comedy: A Roundtable Discussion,” 10/21/24
Faculty Reviewer for Eudaimonia Creative Writing Journal

Faculty Grader for Scholars of Excellence Essays

Letter of Recommendation Writer for: Rebecca Dalsass, Elizabeth Kelly, Felice 
LaGarde, Anna Serrano, Rosie Tatz, Margaret Teller, Elena Weyant

2023-24


Vice President, Phi Beta Kappa

Faculty Grader for Scholars of Excellence Essays

Selection Committee member for Lendvay Prize, English Department

Speaker, “Who is Shakespeare’s Worst Villain?” Piraeus Debate (9/26/23)

Letter of Recommendation Writer for: Mary Cavanna, Ava Collins, Tamia Dunlap,

Patrick Gilheany, Julie Higby, Samuel Kimzey)
2022-23 


Vice President, Phi Beta Kappa

Host and Producer, Liberal Learning for Life Podcast

Faculty Grader for Scholars of Excellence Essays

Convener, Faculty Writing Group and Writing Retreats, Center for Teaching 

and Learning (Fall 22)

Speaker, “Odysseus Through the Ages” Student Symposium, 4/20/23

Copywriter for fundraising letters, Office of Advancement
Member, Excellence in eLearning Committee

Faculty Advisor, University Scholar Undergraduate Journal

Faculty Mentor, Clark Hall RA (Angelina Viola)

2021-22


Convener, Faculty Writing Group and Writing Retreats, Center for Teaching 

and Learning (Spring 22)

Faculty Grader for Scholars of Excellence Essays

Host and Producer, Liberal Learning for Life Podcast

Moderator, “El/Il Sone(T)To: A Modern Languages Symposium,” 4/24/22

2020-21


Host and Producer, Liberal Learning for Life Podcast

Letter of Recommendation Writer for: Kevin Corkery, Bernadette Pennell

B. Service to the Profession:
i. Memberships in professional organizations: 
2024 – present

Conference on Christianity and Literature
2014 – present

Shakespeare Association of America
2010 - present

Renaissance Society of America

C. Service to the community:
2024



Faculty for “Pietas: An Intellectual and Contemplative Retreat For Teachers,” at the 
Portsmouth Institute, Portsmouth, Rhode Island. June 23-28.
2023



Faculty for “Pietas: An Intellectual and Contemplative Retreat For Teachers,” at the 
Portsmouth Institute, Portsmouth, Rhode Island. June 18-23.
