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Meet Dr. Branden Kosch

Departmental News

As the new Affiliate Assistant Professor of Classics
at UD, Dr. Kosch has come to us from the University of
Chicago, where he wrote and defended his dissertation,
“Reading Demosthenes,” this past Spring. His research areas
include: hermeneutics, ancient and modern literary theory,
and Greek and Latin oratory.
From the very Dr. Kosch himself, here is a bit about
his transition from Chicago to Irving:
“I was first introduced to the University of Dallas
by Emily Austin (’06), who as a scholar and a person displays
all the virtues of true humanitas. Based on my interactions
with her and another alumna, Rebekah Spearman (‘14), I was
very excited to get the opportunity to work with the faculty
and students at UD. Over the course of the first few months
I've taught here, I've developed a tremendous admiration for
the department and its students, which has continued to
grow. The enthusiasm for and devotion to the Classics here
are truly inspiring and reinvigorating.
In its mission statement the University of Dallas
expresses its commitment to the Western intellectual
tradition and to engaging in constructive dialogue with the
modern world. My dissertation is a (not always successful)
attempt to bridge the Classical tradition with modernity at a
point in the canon where a gap between the two has
developed. Oratory generally, and Demosthenes in
particular, were once central to classical education. In the last
century, however, they have become more and more
marginalized. Is this marginalization justified, or are there
still ways of making these texts meaningful to modern
readers? I approached this question from two angles. On the
one hand, using traditional philological methods I grappled
with the language, style, and syntax of Demosthenes' public
speeches; on the other, I engaged with modern literary
theory on hermeneutics and textuality in an attempt to
articulate what it means to read, and more specifically, what
it means to read the written text of an oration, which both
preserves and distorts the original form in which the speech
was delivered in the Assembly. By thus focusing on the
speeches as texts, I came to have a new perspective not only
on Demosthenes but more generally on the problem of
writing as articulated by Plato in the Phaedrus. Written
speeches still cannot answer our questions, but they can do
other things.
At the University of Dallas, I've encountered not
only a refreshing enthusiasm for engaging with the Classics
but also a profound sense of the potential significance of
these texts for affecting one's own life. So I'm looking
forward to exploring ‘those thoughts that wander through
eternity’ with all of you.”

Congratulations to the newest members of the Eta
Lambda Chapter of Eta Sigma Phi, the Classics Honors
Society: Anne Beck, Patrick Callahan, Kathleen Cammack,
Irene Carriker, John Duong, Thomas Hogan, Timothy
Landers, Jacquelyn Lee, Sean Mangan, Hannah McGurk, and
Benjamin Yates!

New members gather around the σήµατα of ΗΣΦ.

Quotation of the Semester
“Ἀλλὰ καὶ ὣς ἐθέλω καὶ ἐέλδοµαι ἤµατα πάντα
οἴκαδέ τ´ἐλθέµεναι καὶ νόστιµον ἦµαρ ἰδέσθαι.
Εἰ δ´αὖ τις ῥαίῃσι θεῶν ἐνὶ οἴνοπι πόντῳ
τλήσοµαι ἐν στήθεσσιν ἔχων ταλαπενθέα θυµόν.”

-Odyssey V.219-222

De Die Carpendo
By Isabella Villanueva

I may not speak Latin fluently after spending this
past summer with Paideia’s Living Latin in Rome program,
but I did come back with innumerable and unforgettable
experiences. We discussed—in Latin—Ovid’s Apollo and
Daphne while gazing at Bernini’s. We swam in Lago di Nemi,
in which Caligula’s pleasure barges were discovered. We also
recited parts of Cicero’s third Catilinarian oration in the
forum below the Temple of Jupiter Optimus Maximus. I was
assigned the very last section. And I rocked it. I began: “Illud
perficiam profecto, Quirites.” Once it came to, “Ut meminerim
semper quae gesserim,” I whipped out a smile, rolled my eyes,
and flipped my hair, glorifying myself, just as our dear friend
Cicero did (to himself). Finally, with gravitas I declared: “Ut
in perpetua pace esse possitis, providebo.”
And having seized many of those days, I myself am
able to be at peace.

Alumna Spotlight
Eileen (Puhringer) Riggins received her BA in Philosophy (summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa) with a
concentration in Classics (Latin focus) from the University of Dallas in 2001. Upon graduating and pursuing
interests in the healthcare field, she entered the business world in a role that was part of the Education &
Networking division of a healthcare group purchasing organization. Eileen pursued dual Masters degrees
through the MBA program at the University of Dallas (Healthcare focus) and the Master of Public Health
(MPH) program at The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, graduating in 2007 and 2006
respectively. She is currently serving in a Chief of Staff role for the healthcare division of Huron Consulting
Group. Above all else, Eileen values the time with her husband, Russell, and three young children: Adelaide
(7), Conrad (4) and Evan (2), who are future UD-ers.

Classics in the Business World?
By Eileen Riggins, MBA, MPH, Guest Contributor

Salve, fellow students and lovers of the classical
languages! It is a privilege to share some musings with you
today based on the role that Latin has played in my life. I
hope that I can provide a different perspective in our short
time together here.
I will be dating myself (and may be banned from
further academic newsletters) by referencing the 90’s movie
“Romy and Michele’s Highschool Reunion,” which used to
typify for me the concept of being a “business woman.” If
this were a Facebook post, I would link the video clip, but
alas, I will quote one of the main characters, who in an
attempt to impress classmates at a 10-year reunion,
reinvents herself as a “business woman.” On her road trip
to this reunion, she stops at a diner in rural America,
professionally dressed, and boldly asks for the “Business
Woman Special.” The elderly waitress confusedly responds:
“We don’t have anything like that,” and later inquires:
“What kind of business are you in?” To which question,
Romy and Michele were left speechless and with blank
stares. They had not thought that far ahead!
Now, I take this comical turn to the recent past
because while I was at UD, I judged the business world as a
vapid and less than noble and heroic pursuit. To me it
appealed to the lowest levels of Maslow’s hierarchy of
needs, and why spend your time on the more base needs
when you have been in the state of self-actualization for
four years, immersed in the study of the True, the Good and
the Beautiful? Sure, we all need to pay the bills, but going
into the business world feels a little bit like selling our souls,
right? Fortunately, I have found the opposite to be true,
and I want to share my optimism with you. It is possible to
have a fulfilling and meaningful career in the business world
after college.
First, what can a student of the Classics and the
broader liberal arts offer the business world? On the most
basic level, you can help make sure we don’t abuse the Latin
phrases that have entered the business lexicon: caveat, ad
hoc, pro rata, per se and non sequitur to name a few. On a
higher level, you can restore the art of writing and
communications in an era of fragmented thoughts and
emojis. As we know from our experience, Latin requires
amazing precision, logic, and order. Latin develops and

trains the mind in these qualities, which carry over into how
we communicate and think. Business leaders have always
appreciated these qualities in my work, which consists of
crafting company communications. I share this observation
with you so that you know these attributes are highly
valued.
Additionally, training in Latin facilitates the
learning of most any other subject, which makes one’s skill
set very transferrable in the business world, where things
are constantly changing and you are being asked to assume
new roles and projects. When it comes to readiness for
business, good grammar, better judgment, and virtues (and
all the fruits of studying Latin) trump balance sheets,
financial forecasting, and the 4 P’s of marketing. This point
was validated for me in a meeting a few weeks ago when I
heard a senior leader say how much she wished she had
studied Latin while in school. To which I said, “It’s never
too late! Carpe Diem!”
While the business world will certainly benefit
from your skills, why would you, a future UD graduate, ever
want to descend Maslow’s pyramid and focus on the
economic commerce of the Forum Romanum? In my
experience, I have learned that if you work for a company
with the right values, culture and mission, you can have an
enormous opportunity to make a difference in the lives of
others through your work. For example, the company I
work for is solely focused on the mission of making
healthcare the best place for patients to receive care. If
anything ever happened to one of our family members,
wouldn’t we want them to have the best care they could
possibly receive? In my professional journey, I have also
learned practical behaviors to become a better person –
virtues if you will – and been held accountable for
demonstrating these behaviors. I was reminded of this a
few weeks ago when I was touring the Southwest Airlines
training facility that had a sign in its entrance, citing
Aristotle: “We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then
is not an act but a habit.” There are places in the business
world that not only will become better because of your
contributions but also will help you reach self-actualization
and move a posse ad esse. I send my best wishes for your
future endeavors!
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