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2019 was quite a year for UD. We got a wonderful new president, Dr. Thomas Hibbs who is a brilliant philosopher and lover of
the fine arts. It was also quite a year for the Drama Department. We produced a rarely performed Jacobean Comedy, The Roaring Girl, five senior studios, and Bernard Shaw’s Arms and the Man… and we lost the Margaret Jonsson Theater for a year (maybe
longer). At this writing, we are still not sure.
If you have not heard, in the beginning of the fall we discovered mold in the MJT and spent the next couple of months trying to
abate it. Companies were hired, walls were torn out, tests were done (and redone). The long and the short of it is that the building seems to have developed the ability to spontaneously generate mold and we are not sure why. So, while the University decides what to do, the department is producing in the Drama Building.
Moving Arms and the Man into the Drama Building deep in the rehearsal process was quite a challenge. Many thanks to Professor Will Turbyne who had to redesign the set mid-construction – and turn the Drama Building into a working theatre. (One closet
became backstage, another, the booth, and the faculty offices became the dressing rooms.)
I am always stunned by watching how a show comes together, and becomes greater than the sum of its parts. Theatre seems to
always do better with less. There is a kind of grace present in economy, perhaps because in times of need we must draw on the
deeper parts of our imagination for inspiration. While the University tries to figure out the best way forward with the MJT (and I
know President Hibbs and Dr. Sanford and the board are committed to finding a solution for the problem) we continue to make
theatre with what we have. Right now Professor Lemieux is directing a stunning new version of the Antigone story that he
adapted with Professor Theresa Danze. The senior studios are beginning their rehearsals scattered across campus in some less
than ideal places while a set is being constructed in the Drama Building, and there is a line of students waiting for me to approve
their wonderful afterhours projects.
2020 is shaping up to be quite a year.

Stefan Novinski
Chair
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SPRING MAINSTAGE

The Roaring Girl

The Roaring Girl, directed by our own Kyle Lemieux, opened on April 3rd and ran up until April
13th. Written by Thomas Dekker and Thomas Middleton, The Roaring Girl is not only a hilarious commentary on love and its variants, but also a poignant, in-depth commentary on misogyny
in Jacobean times. We follow Moll Cutpurse as she deals with sleazy men, loose women, and
controlling fathers. Throughout the play, Moll must prove that she can stand by her principles
while everyone around her gives in to their passions.
(Clockwise from top left) Jack Dapper ( Charlie Mihaliak) and Moll (Ann Urbanski) performs for the audience. The ensemble
listens to Moll’s concert. Jack Dapper flirts with Mistress Tiltyard (Anna Nguyen). Mistress Openwork (Dolores Mihaliak) and
Mistress Gallipot (Regina Wasilewski) discuss. Moll challenges Laxton (Jackson Berkhous) to a duel .
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FALL MAINSTAGE

Arms and the Man

Directed by department chair, Professor Stefan Noviski, A rms and the Man by George Bernard Shaw ran from October 30th to November 9th. A rms and the Man is a hilarious story
that deals with the futility of war and the hypocrisies of human nature. It follows the life of
Raina Petkoff who is engaged to a young Bulgarian officer. However things take a turn
when Bluntschli, a handsome Swiss captain finds his way into her life. How will the appearance of this mysterious soldier affect the lives of the Petkoffs?
(Clockwise from top left) Sergius (Robert Baxley) and Raina (Ann Urbanski) argue in front of Captain Bluntschli (Paul Bond).
Bluntschli and Raina discuss love. Bluntschli and Raina try to hide a love note from Major Petkoff (Sam Chiodo). Major and
Catherine Petkoff (Dolores Mihaliak) discuss Rains and Sergius’s marriage. Sergius and Louka ( Bernadette Roden) discuss
their secret affair.
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SENIOR STUDIOS
The Spring 2019 Senior Studios ran from May 2nd to 5th, and featured plays by Vaclav
Havel and Alice Gerstenberg directed by Nicholas Moore and Katherine Weber.

Overtones by Alice Gerstenberg, directed
by Katherine Weber, is about how two refined, fashionable women must fight to
control their brutally honest inner voices as
they attempt to make a good impression on
each other. Overtones is a satire that explores how a polite and elegant exterior can
hide serious troubles and dark secrets.
From left to right: Clare Lindgren as Harriet, Caroline
Kurdi as Hetty, Mary Martin as Maggie, and Olivia Johnson
as Margaret.

Audience by Vaclav Havel, directed by
Nicholas Moore is about how a drunk foreman and a banned writer find themselves
trapped in an absurd Communist police
state in this gripping comedy of menace.
From left to right: Jackson Berkhouse as the Brewmaster
and Robert Baxley as Vanek.
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Alumni Updates

This is just the beginning! Please share your stories with us! Please email dadmin@udallas.edu

Samuel Pate, BA Drama ‘18
Sam is currently living in Chicago and working as an actor.
Since he moved there a year ago, he has worked in commercials,
televisions, and film.
He is incredibly grateful for the Drama Department here at
University of Dallas and he feels “exceptionally prepared by the
professors, classes, productions and experiences during [his] four
years at UD. We really do have something special there.”
He is about to play David in his current show with Akvavit
Theater, Goliath. Which is a gripping and familial dark comedy
inspired by the David and Goliath story from the Bible.

Stephen Thie, BA Drama ‘16

Stephen is currently working in a Pediatric Cardiovascular
Intensive Care Unit in Minneapolis.
After UD, Stephen went to Nursing School at Concordia
College in Moorhead, Minnesota. There he received his BSN.

Rachel Van Pamel, BA Drama ‘19
Rachel is currently working as a Stage Management Intern at
Florida Repertory Theater in Fort Myers, Florida. The plays she has
worked on are: A lways… Patsy Cline, Barefoot in the Park, A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, Every Brilliant Thing, Doll’s House
Part Two, and Ripcord. She says: “ The internship is a wonderful way to
get experience working in the professional regional theater while completing the EMC program to join the Actors Equity Association.”
She is joined at Florida Repertory Theater by her fiancé, Jackson
Berkhouse.
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Current Student
Achievements
Dolores Ann Mihaliak, Senior Drama Major and Business Minor
Dolores worked two internships during the summer. One at Goodspeed
Opera House in Connecticut and the other at the Chicago Shakespeare Theater.
The producing internship at Goodspeed allowed her to assist in bringing a production to the stage. She was able to look at script submissions, go to auditions,
rehearsals and performances. She was also able to work closely alongside Line
Producer Donna Lynn Hilton to assist in writing copy for the 2020 NEA grants!
For Chicago Shakespeare Theater, she was a PR and Marketing intern. She
worked on SIX the Musical, The King’s Speech, Wizard of Oz, Comedy of Errors, Hamlet, Endares, A Man of Good Hope, Emma, and Romeo and Juliet.
According to Dolores, “These two different internships gave me the opportunity to attend shows halfway across the country, and greatly deepened my
view of American theater.”

Anna Nguyen,m Senior Drama Major
Anna had the opportunity to train with Anne Bogart’s SITI Company at their
Zeisler Studio in Manhattan. It was a two week intensive workshop exploring the
practice of Suzuki and Viewpoints. The training was led by two SITI Company
members, Will Bond and Gian-Murry Gianino. Anna says, “To have someone who
has trained for years in Suzuki and Viewpoints training with you was not only a
learning technique but also a testament to the fact that the training is never complete.
Perfection is something sought after but never actually achieved. The discipline of
the Suzuki training refines the will as well as the body, focusing on endurance and
control. Increased stamina in voice and body as well as a sharper focus seem to be
tangential to the goal of copying the perfect form, but are the actual fruits of the
training... Our Viewpoints training was very much an experimental study of time and
space, often self-reflective. Clarifying pedestrian and abstract gestures through duration and repetition, Viewpoints strove to clarify the elements of play while quieting
the inner impulses and judgements. We were encouraged to discover our biases relating to time and space and challenge these biases. Self-observation widened to group
observation when we were encouraged to create together but not limit other's choices… Some days I would feel it, other days I would feel completely "out of it". Regardless, valuable exploration of play happened. All we could do was observe and
discuss... Training with SITI Company has fundamentally affected me as a theater
artist, not only in the way I act but also in the way I now view art.”
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Support University Drama by giving to

The Stagehands Fund


Underwrite incidental costs to produce Senior Studios

To donate, please visit
www.udallas.edu/give and note in the
comments section that your donation is
for the



Purchase rights to contemporary works for After Hours productions

“The Stagehands Fund”



Provide scholarship funds for drama students



Support travel for drama students to view professional theater , attend graduate school auditions, conferenced, and

With your Donation the Drama Department will be able to...

Cast Party—$50
• Two reserved seats for the Mainstages of
2018-2019
• Listing in the Mainstage program at the Cast
Party level
Directing Lab—$100
• “50 years of University Theater” photo
collection, a one-of-a-kind archive of all
University Theater productions on a thumb
drive.
• Two reserved seats for the Mainstages of
2018-2019
• Listing in the Mainstage program at the
Directing Lab level
After Hours—$250
• Signed poster by the cast and crew of an After
Hours that you sponsor.
• “50 years of University Theater” photo
collection
• Four reserved seats for the Mainstages of
2018-2019
• Listing in the Mainstage program at the After

Hours level
• Onstage mailed directly to you

Senior Studio—$500
• Signed poster by the cast and crew of a
Senior Studio production
• “50 years of University Theater” photo
collection
• Four reserved seats for the Mainstages
of 2018-2019
• Listing in the Mainstage program at the
Senior Studio level
• Onstage mailed directly to you
Mainstage—$1500
• Private reception for you and your
guests before a Mainstage
• Signed poster by the cast and crew
• “50 years of University Theater” photo
collection
• Six reserved seats for the Mainstages of
2018-2019
• Listing in the Mainstage program at the
MainStage level
• Onstage mailed directly to you

Department Contact:
Kendra DeLarge
Department Phone: 972-721-5061
Email: dadmin@udallas.edu
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