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From the Chair
Dear Alumnae and Alumni:

2015 has been an eventful year for us here in the Philosophy Department. This fall, four
colleagues have joined our faculty, two as affiliates and two in regular positions. The re
positiongi to explain for those who may not be intimately familiar with university stru
turesii are tenured or tenuretrack, that is to say, they come with an employment guarant
after an extended probationary period. Tenure is meant to establish a special bond of ¢
mitment between the university and its faculty; it emphasizes that a faculty member is n
than an oOempl oyee, 6 b ugoverniraytstaeea conamuninewhd is a
committed to the university as the university is to him or her. Affiliates, by contrast, are @
leagues who are appointed ftiline, but for a limited term. Many universities how make a Iq
of affiliate appointments to avoid the lotgrm commitment that comes with a tenurgack

position. Affiliate appointments are most appropriate for younger colleagues who are just
of grad school: for these faculty members, an affiliate position can be a useful way to
themselves before they apply for the more prestigious tertnaek jobs.

One of our new colleagues is more than a colleague (if such a thing exists): Jonathan S
is not only a philosophy professor, but also the new dean of Constantin College. Given
iSmpfosrEty atnEcse o S T DR S Srat i 0x i U O s EER T M CHESIF O N, = LS Aty
have conducted an extended interview with him that we are sharing with our alumni in
newsletter, along with shorter pieces by our other new colleagues.

But this is by far not all that has happened on the third floor of Braniff over the past {
months: we have had a dissertation defense, we brought together colleagues from UD
other institutions for a Saturday workshop on the Thomistic problem on analogy, we hea
brilliant young speaker from Baylor explain the thought of St. Bonaventure, several UD f
ty members traveled to Mexico City to deepen our relationship with timstituto tecnolégoc
autbnomo de Méxiko and and and. We hope you find
esting and inspiring.

A happy new year 2016!

Philipp W. Rosemann
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2016 Aquinas Lecturer: Professor Eileen Sweeney, UD Class of 1979

Sweeney, a UD alumna who is professor of philosophy at Boston Collg
After graduatingmagna cum laudeom UD in 1979, Professor Sweeney
completed her studies at UT Austin, where she received her doctorate

ton College, where she has taught since 1990.

Professor Sweeney is an expert on medieval philosophy, with an emph
on the thought of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. She has writte
three books and about thirty articles on medieval philosophers, especii
St. Anselm and St. Thomas Aquinas. Her 2016 Aquinas Lecture will be ¢
feltverdE: OAquinas as Ecstatic ASumnmat
theologiae 6

The lecture will explore the ways in which Aristotelian and biblical autho
ties are deployed and intertwined in tfeummastretching, sometimes be-
yond the breaking point, the Aristotelian notions which function as the pi
mary vehicle of explanation of the notions of will, passion, and virtue. A
totelian orexigs satisfied with the fulfillment of nature imminent in the thing
while Scripture spurs us outside of ourselves and.our natural telos towd
ecstatic transcendence. Paradoxically, however, and repeatedly fButenaAristotelian language provides the
impetus forward towardecstasjswhile the language of Scripture punctuates arguments, functioning as a remi
of earthly gravity. These literary and rhetorical elements help provide the horizontal sense of the text acrog
many questions, articles, and objections, countering effectively, if we are attuned to them, the vertical dissg
of the text into discrete arguments-and positions, ‘and giving us a deeper sense of h@&urimaamight have
been intended rhetorically and not just doctrinally as that beginning textbook for those coming out of the stug
Aristotle in the arts faculty to the study of Scripture sacra doctrina

Please see the back page of this newsletter for further information on Dr. Sweeney's lecture.

Cont 6d f rFemwhatig the srue lesson of Rome? Is it not, in the end, that Rome is everyfvtibed every-
thing human is precious, and that the greatest gift is to live at all?

Such, at least, the lesson seems to me today. | discovered it last night, not in Plato or in Aeschylus after all |
poem of Milne to which my own Christopher Robin, Jeffrey, was listening quietly as he had a little something
him up before bed:

Where am | going? The high rooks call:

o 81 R0m S0 e -l WY P T el S5 Vs S o e - S A A 1 B I e R e

Where am | going? The rirdpves coo:

OWe do have beautiful things to do. 6

If you were a bird, and lived on high,

Youdd | ean on. the wind when the wind came by,
YR8 UGl O ssacy A o L NP WS i R el € NS SR S i Do Ky O s e sy s
QAT ‘a-ttors e i es T e ok yalneiveVd s 1 40 (ogkottTeeid \a 'y e @

Whier'e am_ L "going? | donot ~quite .know.

What does it matter where people go?

Down to the wood where the bluebells growi

Any-wher e, ~anywhere. & AT NaoLt s Kinlor e,

May you find Rome wherever the wind blows you.

Page 2

The 2016 Agquinas Lecture is going to be delivered by Professor Eileen
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AView from Rome, by Dr. Christopher Mirus

The students are gone, Christmas has passed, campus is quiet. The vineyard lies bare beneath Rome on the hori
zon. There are as many children as greups living here at the moment, eight of each. The oldest child, lola Hat-
Frider, sortvilars nzs LpstitiXy strordea-y= et hier Jyroruin.gre s t; Caroline Ree|ldyo
student life staff will return; a week after that a hundred students will pour off buses and out of taxis, calling ¢ut to
friends and little suspectifigd e s pi t e a | il hotv busyyh@ivnext fewenaomtits will be.

Our familyi Ellen, Jeffrey, Nathaniel, arnd dettled here last August in what might have been just such an [ex-

pectant quiet, had it not been for the arrival of three baby Rome professors, all with families. The vines were|heavy
then with unripe grapes, the faculty apartments |wit
come, though, or indeed a warmer place to live: here one is, above all, taken care of. The student life staff ig in fact
a faculty and student life staff, and-indeed on a given, usualgkibek afternoon one might well email the deah
about a necessary repair, only to find that between
own.

Precisely in such a platevhere each detail of our life has been considered with such kindness; where, more|cru-
cially, scores of bright students from a wealthy and powerful nation are shepherded each year with such upfailing
love (love fortified, of course, with a healthy sense of humor, and a willingness to.impose stiff fines for the cdmmis-
sion of youthful follies) one is forced
to ask an unforgiving question. Wha
after all, is the difference between th
University of Dallas Rome semeste
and a group of wealthy Americains
wealthy, at least, if one consider th
world as a whol@ enjoying themselves
abroad?

The question has answers of cours
some unique to the individual, som
common to us all. For one thing, fev
groups of .wealthy tourists are exhort:
ed quite so often by a chaplain to tur|
from sin and to seek holiness: few at
advised quite so forcefully, for instanc

that some of them ought to be givini & .
3 Mern} Christmas 201D from the

up alcohol for Advent. Above all, ther¢ |
USSR maverahechlics ftuand M:z"'ersitzj of Dallas— Rome P, rogram

attended, of essays to be written an

examinations passed. There is a course
of studies that cultivates sober passion and depth of insight, that proposes for emulation the greatest and most
challenging achievements of our past. When the heart is open such studies, in their essential religious dontext,
deepen the meaning of what we see here in Europe, turning tourists into students and students.into dreamers.

Such generalities are not enough, of course. To see this we need only consult the parents throughout the world
who would pay more in blood than we pay in money| to
students$i or, for that matter, the children who would do likewise to secure for their parents a small basement
apartment in a Roman villa. The only real answer to such a question is personal, and it can take only one foym: the
decision to open myself oneendfor-allandagairandagain to grace, and to act decisively and lovingly in favof of
the good that lies within my reach.

Paradoxically, though, this very answer brings us to a level of introspection at which the question itself loses |ts
edge, as it turns out that we Romers were not really so privileged as we had dreamtnt 6d previ ous [page
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The Bonaventure Renaissance: A Role for UD

Since Pope Leo Xlll promulgated his famous encydietrni Patria 1879, the study of St. Thomas Aquinas has
been central at Catholic universities, colleges, and seminaries worldwide. Even after the enthusiasm for Thomism
waned somewhat after the Second Vatican Council, Thomas continued to be regarded as the scholastic thinker
par excelleneeven at secular universities, where sometimes reading a few pages froButheaconstitutes
the entire treatment of medieval philosophy.

Not everyone in the Church, however, was entirely happy with
the pride of place thaf\eterni Patreccorded to St. Thomas among
the scholastic thinkers. Above all, members of the Franciscan or-
ders continued to work in their own intellectual tradition, which
included such luminaries as Alexander of Hales (the first Frandis-
can professor at the University of Paris), St. Bonaventure, Frangis
Bacon, Duns Scotus, and William of Ockham. Thus, as the Domihi-
cans ‘launched the famous Leonine edition of the works of $t.
Thomas Aquinas in the 1880s, the Franciscans began to publish{the
no less .impressiv®pera omniaf the Seraphic Doctor. Over the -
next one hundred years or so, the Collegium S. Bonaventurae [at
Quaracchi, near Florence, became the leading center of Francisgan
scholarship, producing not only th@pera omniaf Bonaventure,
but also editions of many other scholastic texts in the Franciscan
tiradj tia.cn, s uch aGossa&rndedhe avorks efr of
some lesseknown Franciscan thinkers. In the United States, i
1940 a group of Franciscans founded the Franciscan Institutg
located in St. Bonaventure, New York, no less! Like its Italign
counterpart, the Franciscan Institute focused on the scholarly
work of editing texts as the foundation for the further study of the
Franciscan intellectual tradition. The Franciscans at St. Bonaven-
ture initially concentrated on the works of William of Ockham and
Adam of Wodeham; more recently, they have taken up editing (and translating) Duns Scotus.

=

Bonaventure by Cavazzola

Although since the 1880s Franciscan scholarship has never been totally interrupted, after Vatican Il there (was a
decline in interest. So, in good times as in bad ones, Franciscan scholarship
continued to parallel Thomistic studies. Vocations of future Franciscan
scholars became rare, just as many Dominicans turned away from
Thomas. The past few years, however, have seen a reversal of this tre B e D
The Franciscan Institute, for example, has recovered from a period of slu CARDINAL BISHOP OF ALBANO

gishness. It has recently embarked on a new and expanded series of bR ol W.' x
works of St. Bonaventure in translation, among other projects. An iNde pt—y \

pendent researcher, Br. Alexis Bugnolo, has undertaken the gigantic p o THE FOUR BOOKS
j ect of transl at Cammentary bn the BookBiSerden :
edi 3,900 pages of Latin textinto English. Volume 1 has already ap-
peared (and can be purchased here: http://franciscahive.org/
bonaventure.html). A group of scholars around Boyd Taylor Coolma
(Boston College), lan Levy (Providence College), and Lydia Schumac
(Oxford) is planning a major Bonaventure conference for 2018.

And what is the role of UD in this Bonaventure renaissance? Although ous _ '

Philosophy Department has long had a series of strongly Thomistic facu Usan'eFas B fbtasce
member$i Frederick Wilhelmsen being the beshown among them,
closely followed by his student, Father James Lehrbrgfd has also
cultivated the Franciscan intellectual traditicmmnt 6d next page




Philosophy Department Alumni Newsletter : : : Page 5

Dr. William Frank has published books and articles on Scotus, as well as offering many graduate courses o
ciscan authors over the years, especially on the Subtle Doctor. Dr. Matthew Walz has an abiding interest
Bonaventure, on whom he taught a graduate course a couple of years ago. This fall, Dr. Philipp Rosemann
Joseph Rat ziThegTheology of Bistarykn St Bonavevitara group of graduate students. Dr. Rose
mann was particularly interested in the relationship between truth and time according to the Seraphic Do
since history has become such a central topic in gdésgelian philosophy. Is there perhaps a Bonaventurian ;
swer to this challenge?

Finally, the Dallas Medieval Texts and Translations series is sponsoring a major project that aims at the pub
of Al e x an d@lessaod bilinguwal Lati&r@lsh edition. This project is being coordinated by Boyd Tayl
Coolman and lan Levy, who have already signed up translators for all of the eight volumes. Volume 1, transl;

n Fran-
in 'St.
studied

ctor,
an-

ication
or
ated by

the late Father Roland Teske, is ready for publication. (Further information is available at http:/

www.dallasmedievaltexts.org/alexantaiesproject/).

There is perhaps one important difference between earlier generations of Fransiszhes scholars and the
younger colleagues who are driving-the current renais- :

sance. In the wake ofeterni Patrischolarly work on

the Franciscan tradition was typically carried out

Franciscan institutions, by Francis¢aijsst as Thomis-
tic studies were dominated by Dominicans. Nowada
lay scholars play a much more significant role. What
more, interest in Franciscan thought is no longer co
fined to Catholic circles. One finds it in places as u
IOk Ly, e s< S Bra iy kS Dl ry I hre v
where a young theologian from Yale, Junius Johnsol
preparing both a transl

ment of the Eucharist in hiSentencesommentary and
a major study of Bonavel
Johnson visited the University of Dallas this fall, whe
he addressed a standingom audience in the Gorman
Faculty Lounge on the topic of thHeeduction of the Art
to TheologyDr. Johnson interpreted this very shor
i e tiiianss rraa-tkiiehysy o=t s hrer sty
theology. The students were so enthralled by th
presentation that they were hardly willing to let Dr. . . -

Johnson depart after his lecture. Dr. Junius Johnson

What is it about St. Bonaventure that appeals to contemporary minds and souls? It may well be the fact that
venture combines the scholastic approach that is so typical of Thomas Aquinas with an older language
steeped in biblical images. This language resonates with souls who are tired of the calculating rationality
contemporary culture, in which everything is measured scientifically and has a price. For the mindset condi
by the disenchantment of the rationalist, secular world, Bonaventure bids us see that each thing is what is it
but it is also more. Creatures are shadows, echoes, pictures; they are vestiges, images, and displays presg
0 S P B A R SR = 0 P e 1 M IR0 S P e T Yo o P € o e Bonaventure spe
and theology teach us how to read this book in which each creature shows us what it is itself in this visible \
but also how, being itself, it also signifies the invisible things of God.

Finally, Bonaventure combines his marriage of s
al | tthevwart ks 0redueceod <t o. theol ogy, Weheil e ih & i=tst it fh=e
acknowledge that it culminates in a mystical vision that lies beyond all comprehension:
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An Interview with Dean Jonathan Sanford

In August, Constantin College acquired a new dean,
Dr. Jonathan Sanford, who previously taught gt the
Franciscan University of Steubenville. As a phijosophy
professor, Dr. Sanford was also appointed to g posi-
tion in the Philosophy Department. Seniors Bepjamin
Bravo and Charlie Archer have interviewed him jor our
alumni newsletter.

How did you end up coming to UD? | was
invited to consider applying for the deanship
somebody had nominated me and | was contacted
by the chair of the search committee. It was the
core curriculum that made me even begin to con-
sider moving down here, because | am a treman-
dous fan of the core curriculum. | came down twice as part of the interview process and | really fell in love with

O e S O 4 F A = T ) v Ol B L DTy O 0 s R R T By o o T (el LR VR 0 o R o 2 Sl Pt s 0
of determining whether to accept the offered deanship of the Constantin College of Liberal Arts that led tp my
becoming part of the department.
| have known about the University of Dallas for. a very long time. There has been a lot of exchange both at Brancis-
can University, where | was before, as well as with the high school | attended in South Bend, Indiana. One of my
former teachers, Dr. Rollin Lasseter, when | was in high school was helping out with a classical education sghool ir
Irving, The Highlands, and then he was also teachingtipatfor the University of Dallas. He would talk about
Dallas, and other people | knew would talk about Dallas back when | was in high school. | saw it as a progression
from the education that | was pursuing in high school, which ‘was a classical education. | did not apply tol Dallas.
Texas seemed too far away, and | was interested in a program in classical langhagj@sterdisciplinary Great
Books program that | participated in at a Jesuit university, Xavier University in Cincinnati, because that is where my
interest lay at that time. When | was working on revising the core curriculum at Franciscan, in collaboration with
colleagues there, | was peering across several states over at Dallas, virtually, through the website, and alsqg throug
conversations with a former faculty member here, John Crosby, who is a dear friend of mine and was in the [Philos-
ophy-Department for many years at the University of Dallas. He and | were partners in crime, so to speak, in mov-
ing forward with the new core curriculum at Franciscan.
So, t hawiriledway oflsayimggthat | have known about and admired the University of Dallas for a long time
and was attracted to the deanship because | would be able to play a primary role in leading its progress, particularly
on the undergraduate level, and knew already a number of the members of the Philosophy Depfarsoeat of
them personally and others by reputatiforand was happy to be considered for inclusion in the department.

(Charlie) Well, |l ©&m gl ad you came.

(Ben) What, so far fi | know it ds b buewhathas begn thedest thing about UD?  Won-
derful students. It really is the case that we attract students who are sincere inquirers after the truth and are also
very serious about pursuing development in other facets of their lives, spiritual as well as communal, and | have
admired the students that | have gotten to know. | am very pleased with the new colleagues that | have and find
myself to feel very much at home amongst them.
| will say something about the character of the place that is very attractive (which | could have included in the an-
swer to the other question). | find there to be an easy relationship between thinking about the theological viftues,
the intellectual virtues, and the moral virtues as part of the very ethos of this institution. That is to say, to put it
negatively, one does not find conflict over the pursuit of the intellectual virtues with the pursuit of the theolqgical
virtues. It is strange to think that one would, within the context of the University of Dallas, and yet there is within
Christianity in America, and even some segments of Catholicism, a certain anxiety that too much study, particularly
of certain disciplines, might lead you away from a rich spiritual and religious life. | just find the absence of that con-
cern here. And the potential to really develop a comprehensive articulation of the right and proper relationship
between growth in those particular vituAsc | asses of vi €drmutedsd, nle x 8 hpaiged g avy.
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(Charlie) What is your specialty in philosophy?  Like a lot of the faculty here, | specialize in a number of afe-
as. So, my most recent book is on virtue theory, virtue ethics specifically, but | tend to think of it in terms of vjrtue
theory, and there is a distinction between virtue ethics and virtue theory. One can be a supporter of virtue theory

and not a virtue ethicist.

My di ssert at i o rMicomachearoHEthiostanversatian witheévidxsScheler. Max Scheler was an early
twentieth-century phenomenologist. | wrote that dissertation under a medievalist who is also an analytic phjloso-
pher. So, that reflects some of my own pedigieeeavily continental and ancient Greek formation in my under-
graduate and early graduate days. | continued work in ancient Greek philosophy and then complemented |it with

studies in medieval philosophy, focusing particularly on Anselm. | have a number of publications that deal

ith St.

Anselm. | also took courses that focused on elements of analytic philosophy, particularly as they are applied to both
metaphysics and moral philosophy. So, what | try to be sensitive to in my research is the distinction betwegn an-

cient and modern approaches to philosophy, and to focus on where those divides are, and then to bring par
ly the Aristotelian and Thomistic tradition to bear on contemporary problems in both metaphysics and moral
losophy. Most recently in moral philosophy, although | edited a book on metaphysics that deals -with elemsd
that.

(Ben) How did you get involved in the administration of higher academics? By accident. | certainly did
not set out in my career to become an administrator. | was asked to be chair of my department at a very
stage of my career. | was twentyne, or thirty, and three or four years into my assistant professorship position
Franciscan University and the \ipeesident of academic affairs at the time asked me to serve as chair. | w3
ready getting involved in some faculty politics, and found | was a decent chair, a pretty good chair. | served
capacity for five years. At the same time | was involved in what my old institution called the Faculty Welfare

icular-
phi-
ents of

early
at

s al-
in that
Com-

mittee, which was our main body that would seek to promote issues and concerns that were central to the faculty.

| served on that committee for four yedistwo years as chaiir but throughout the four years | took a leading rolé
in its activities.
| also found myself critical of many administrative practices, and saw as one of the significant flaws in current
istrative practices, the lack of individuals who had any significant
academic experience or background. When | was so busy after R
had a regime change at my old institution, | finally promised my BEFORE VI RTUE
that | would step back from being the chair of this Welfare Com T AR

mittee. | informed the vice president of academic affairs at the ti g

that | would be stepping back and just focusing on my departme 2
Hiete st atli/dE: oWhat [ ieat J e miess W-a%s , : 4
(O A o e o T T T W S oy il it T o 0 R e e — 1y = o r
of those was the new approach to the tenure and promotion re : V4
view process at the university. | had just led the faculty through
new comprehensive approach to that in which we changed o
clocks and increased our expectations for faculty members. Ang

thought 0 OK, that mi ght be i vy A t h
QY0 el [ d W W OrE K S S van e AL Ry e | — h
thing thatl was pressing filrmore money for faculty initiatives. So | |
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back from doing all this work for free, and teach a little bit less.a
do some of this administrative work, | could do some good, a
then go back to teaching fulli me. 6 And so | f
important and valuable work in that administrative capacity.
First, | was the assistant vipeesident for academic affairs, the
VPAA at that institution is like a provastso | was like an assistant
provostfi and then an associate VPAA when my duties and ti
commitments increased with the administrative workcont 6 d
page

[

JONATHAN.J,. SANFORD

admin-

en
wa s

of

ng




Philosophy Department Alumni Newsletter Page 8

Cont 6d f Whieh wasanethet thing that | was pressingffanore money for faculty initiatives. So | thought,

0 OK, i f | could have the same amount of ti me and
less and do some of this administrative work, | could do some good, and then go back to teaching fule . 6

| found that | was doing important and valuable work in that administrative capacity.

First, | was the assistant vipeesident for academic affairs, the VPAA at that institution is like a prévestl was

like an assistant provd$tand then an associate VPAA when my duties and time commitments increased with the

administrative work. And then the funny thing was | was this past year thinking once again of going back to {

he fac-

ulty fulttime. | felt as though | had accomplished what | wanted to: we had a new core curriculum, a new faculty
development approach, and the new approach to tenure and promotion was going well. And | was considering just

stepping back, and that was when UD aitsotunded & ldgthe tithy

when | first saw the job notidet hey wer e advertising for a ochampi
said,;, oWell, may-bbi we thatgsbyygoaChampi on of the
me , a'st = Clo-EAn Yoia s it sounds, and | thought |, oWel I |
my mission is not to this specific Catholic university where | was, but | am interested in seeing all boats rise in
ockxivicl: Cesdtuicraitti ven i ne 4 hresstUm tierd - 85 trastte seni ol ANGd | ook
And | thought, owel |, here | am being presented
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and | felt some moral compunction to take the position. It was hard, because we were established in Steubgnville,

Ohio, and it caused some significant disruption for our family. | really felt as though | had some obligétind of
calling that | needed to respondfiobut it was also a great opportunity to learn to serve in new ways.

(Charlie) Do you i our next question follows up very nicely on this A do you have a vision for the role

of Catholic higher education in America, specifically, liberal  -arts universities like UD? Yes, | am con-
vinced that liberahrts education is the path to genuine education. And there are a number of elements to
One, of course, is the cultivation of genuine leisure. We have become dominated in ousqusidary concerns
by a utilitarian attitude that demands that we know, from the very first day students step on a college campus
they are going to do for the rest of their lives. Parents demand to know what the earning power of differen
grees will be. We have created some significant anxiety in students because of this. And | am not sugges
should not care at all about careers, but rather we need to put the essence and purpose of education, firs
foremost, before the student. And we must seek to defend a vision of what it means to be a fully educated |
being, and why that is significant. I.think all the elements are in place here at the University of Dallas for artig
this view. | gave one piece ofiitmaybe is sounded too triumphalist at the Phi Beta Kappa Sympodiutone
way that | am thinking about this is by way of a metaphor. We are seeking to shape living cathedrals throy
education that we provide, a genuine libeaals education. So that our stu-
dent.s become 0obeautifuld in thi
formedi and ultimately points of transformation for others.

Louise Cowan, who just died today, had it as her goal, and that of her
band, both to revive the Western intellectual tradition and to transforr
culture. And | think education is the only lasting way to do that, and a ge|
ine liberalarts education is one in which the student is transformed a
becomes a person who cannot only think for Rior herself, but who, in

lives of others.

(Ben) You have sort of already answered this, so we might skip it,
but our next question is: what is the importance of the core in
our liberal -arts education here? The core establishes an appreciatio
for the breadth and diversity of human inquiry. It cultivates the habits
mind that are necessary for achieving both an integrated view of each
of human discovery as well as providing the necessary foundation
growthinamajorarea. Cont 6d next page
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not explore. But, fundamentally, it is a matter of shaping the habits of mind, the intellectual virtues, that are neces-
sary for truly becoming clear and competent thinkers in their own right.

(Charlie) You mentioned the Cowans, | did not know that Louise had died today, | certainly will
pray f or 2:30this moming. She was surrounded by her familgr son and daughten-law and two of
her grandkids.

(C.h-ayFlii-e ) SEhaL alFsa - ge od . How do you see the Cowapnsad
Wwe'l |- I am wor ki ng Unbindiogragnethelsght reow, avhicl is & semes o lectures that he
gave on the meaning of education. He and Louise were explicit in their promotion of a vision that sought to|edu-
cate the whole person. They sought to emphasize especially a literary and humanistic approach to education. | am
a little bit more Aristotelian in my way of approaching many of the same subject matters, but in terms of overall
orientation and shared reflection on the essence and purpose of education, | see myself as very much trying|to pull
forward what they have planted here. This is after there was, | guess, a period in which the University of Dallas
was a little bit less sure if it should maintain the kind of national reputation that it had achieved, and whether it
should weaken its core curriculum and bow to some of the contemporary pressures. But, under President Keefe,
we have realized 'that we can maintain .that |l egarcy
Oboth/ and. 6 | appreciate that all owance of the 0bot
ing even more broadly this visifnfirst and foremost of undergraduate education (I am the dean of the undergrad-
uate college), but it shares this with the other colleges and schools of the university. To advance our nationall repu-
tation as well as to serve our local students in the Daltast Worth area, and so on and so forth.

You can see other features of the legacy of Louise and Donald Cowan rieadiyjust with the Dallas Institute of
Humanities and Culturie but there are many schools dedicated to classical education in the BaltadVorth
area. More than any other place in the country. The variety of schools is truly remarkable: charter schools now as
well as Protestant and Catholic and secular variations on classical education. That movement is carried on by many
of the former students of Donald and Louise, alumni of the University of Dallas, and those that they have |influ-
enced. So, we are already living amidst the legacy of Louise and Donald Cowan, not just in this university| but in
this area. And with the spread of the classical education movement across primary and secondary schoolg in the
country.

(Ben) The-last question | think we should ask is in relation to a Forbesarticle that recently appeared,
which cited the university as the foremost liberal  -arts college in Texas and one of four in the nation

to acquire a grade of excellence in all seven subjects. Could you give a brief response to that? It is
good to be recognized for what we are. So, OACTAO6 i
ni. It is an organization to pay attention to because it does not look at extraneous factors, like what your student
body thinks about the cafeteria, or how big your endowment is, or what have you. It looks at the content|and
quality of your education. And when you look at the content and quality of the education we are providing at the
University of Dallas, we are peerless. Well, | guess we have three other peers in the United States (laughter), but
peerless in the state of Texas and darn near peerless in the United States. And | hope that that changes) Going
back to the paradigm issue, it would be wonderful if a recognition such as that will have a broad impact on c¢nver-
sations in higher education, where we cannot hide any more behind the achievement of a degree, or a gertain
GPA,; for those external awards, it has been proven, do not necessarily mean that students have learned|more.
Our students have learned more. They have developed precisely those habits of mind that we mentioned before in
the context of the question having to do with the core.

(Charlie and Ben) Thank you very much. You dr e wel come.
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Dr. Cynthia Nielsen: a brief intellectual biography

Although | have spent significant time at the University of Dallasth as
a graduate student and as an adjunct profeshis is my first year

year, and | am both honored and excited to work with my new colleag
and with UD students. Since | am a new faculty member (at least ne
some), | thought it might be helpful to provide a short intellectual bi

lying coherence of my diverse research interests.

| earned a Bachelor of Music degree in Jazz Studies and Performanc
the University of North Florida, and my principal instrument is jazz gu
Prior to my decision to enter graduate school and study philosoph
played semprofessionally in various jazz groups in the DFW area. A
well known, African Americans have been key contributors .to jazz,
the history of African Ameri can

of my undergraduate degree, as well as my existential experience of

raphy “in a’” rathert i nf‘'or mal ok eyl.

tunities is intertwined with the history of American jazz. Given the fo¢

teaching as an assistant professor of philosophy. It has been a fantas[lijc first
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ing in ethnically diverse jazz orchestras and studying the history of jazz, |

naturally developed a deep and abiding interest in the topics of race and racialized practices.

After completing my undergraduate studies, | decided to spend some time in Moscow, Russia, where | taught
sational English and had the opportunity to work with Russian orphans and pensioners. This wekamdjfeg time
for me, as | was confronted with many of my own cultural prejudices and learned to appreciate cultural diffe
and ways of being. Now: fafrward several years to my graduate studies at UD. It was there that | first enc
tered the classical texts of the Western tradition, which opened up for me new intellectual and imaginative
zongi fruitful ways of seeing and thinking about God, the world, myself, and others. ‘As a result of my st
thought it not only possible but personally important to integrate my musical knowledge and experience wi
philosophical knowledge acquired through my graduate work at UD; thus, for my dissertation | choose a top
would bring together my interest in race, oppression, and human freedom, thereby enabling me to show Ro
modern thinkers such as Augustine and Scotus have extremely valuable contributions to make in contempol
cussions on these topics.

Although HansGeor g Gadamer 8s name does not appear i n my
proach to the central themes and thinkers of my project. That is, one might characterize my work
Oher meneutics of the other, 6 wherein one approac

all ow his or her claims to chall enge, expand, an
Gadamer dates back to my graduate days, as my focus text for my comprehensive examtivasid Methodnd as
2 € o] [ =6 [ 5 - a0 =V TP 00 0 1€ o 0 I e 1A > s i o o [ s C 111 i S 11
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the ontology of art presented in his magnum optigjth and Methods well as in several essays found in volumé

and 9 of hisGesammelte Werke | am pawstidcularly 4 nterested 4 n- b
ontology, its communal dimensions, and its ability to communicate truth into conversation with tweoéetary
music and art.

In closing, I am thrilled to be a part of the UD community and to have the opportunity to work with and learn
our talented students and seminarians, who exhibit a love for learning and a genuine appreciation for-ariés
educatiorii two traits not often found in students of the twentfyrst century.

Dr . Ni el sends mo mterstitiakSoundings: Rhitosoghical Refleetiorts brt Irmpeodisation, Practice
SelfMaking It was published by Cascade Books and is available for $15.00-{{6 B09%284-3).
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Examining Experience and Existence, by Dr. Catherine Nolan

Some cultural phenomena fascinate me deeply. While | am Canadian by birth, | received my undergraduats
at Ave Maria College, in Michigan, my MA at the Franciscan University of Steubenville, and my PhD at SUNY

degree
Buffalc

in New York. Besides my time in Canada and the United States, | have studied and worked at missions in Central

America, and the contrast has led me to notice how easy it is, in more developed countries today, to live fror
to day focused on our experiences. In our work, we focus on lowering our stress levels; in relaxing, we turn t
movies, novels, and video games. Smartphones allow us to fill other moments by watching news, readin
what our friends have been doing, and following the lives
celebrities.

But ought we to live in this way? On some occasions,
seems obvious that our focus on immediate experienc
leads us to neglect more valuable possibilities. In the pas
have taught courses to students who, when | have enter
the classroom, would-be sitting in complete silence focus
only on their cell phong$ and by ignoring each other in thig
. way, they miss the companionship and intellectual stimulat|

of their peers. In some universities, students have even

guested oOtrigger warningso

' pleasant classroom experiences, even when these are rea
- = classical texts or discussing historic events: they are focu
Catherine Nolan and Brendan Sweeney were marriedon ~ not on what they could become by learning from thes
May 2, 2015, at her home parish in Formosa, Ontario, Canada. sometimes painful experiences, but on avoiding the pain.

Students at'the University of Dallas are, however, wonderfully aware of their opportunities to learn. | have
consistently impressed by the way they discuss their classes together, converse with their professors, and 3
ing and eager to discuss even the most contentious problems. This past fall semester, | had the chance to
section of Philosophy of Beifiga course which focuses on metaphysical theories. The study of being is cruc

answering the question of how we ought to live, since to answer it we need to know what kind of being we are.

Contemporary thought occasionally goes so far as to equate what one experiences and what one is. We s
perhaps most clearly in the recent.controversy surrounding.people who believe they. experience life as a m
of the opposite sex and have made public requests to be acknowledged as members of the opposite sex.

pott -Rel: nlg ces sent -ical tra=Jrem -w s nict s camdE ma s Uil R ey
world? Focusing exclusively on our experience makes it impossible to answer these questions; we need
again look at what we are.

My particular interest is in bioethical issues: | believe that engaging in this kind of thought becomes crucig
human life is at stake. More and more often, | hear that euthanasia ought to be permitted for someone whose
ty of Ilife has degraded: in other words, It S Sl
more unpleasant than pleasant. In other cases, people argue that havitigafelssman experiences (or no experi-
ences) means that one is not a human person: euthanasia is also defended when the patient is unconscious
o b Det SIFTesSs M s e A Al e, R OO I W S o [ At =) SO SR 7 B S RS e T e
encounter in beginningf-life issues as well; a popular justification for early abortion is based on the fact that
young fetuses do not experience pain.

As Catholics, we need to be ready to answer such challenges, which means that we need to learn more abo
we are, instead of allowing ourselves to be constantly distracted by what we experience. Our philosophical
tion is a rich resource to explore hefe answers-to so many new questions that people raise today-can be four
an examination of Plato, Aristotle, or Aquinas. This is why | am so glad to be at the University of Dallas; w¢
the opportunity to ground our thought thoroughly in the great thinkers of the past, and the freedom to eng
with the questions of our age and culture.
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How to speak about God?
A Workshop on Analogy

On Saturday, November 21, professor-
and students from the University of Dal
las, Southern Methodist University, Av
Maria University, and thénstituto Tecno
l6gico Autonomo de Méxgathered. in
the Gorman Faculty Lounge for a day
long workshop on the problem of analo
gy. The workshop was divided into twc
parts. In the morning, four presenters
read papers devoted to the three funda
mental options that exist for human lan
guage concerning God. Some thinkers "
the Western tradition have maintainec "%
t hat Godds transci A,
possible to apply any concepts t0 GOwsm S— — — e en—— y—
except metaphorically. In the workshop,

this approach was exemplified by Maimonides, on wizrmJoshua Parens spoke in his contribution. At the
opposite end, so to speak, we have philosophers and theologians arguing for univocity. Duns Scotus famously ar-
gued that, if language about God is to be meaningful, it must be univocal; for there can be no syllogistic reasoning
involving ambiguous termBr. William Frank andDr. Bruce Marshall ( SMU) bot h expl orled
cal concept of being in their papers. Theedia vidbetween metaphorical predication and univocity is analogy, fa-
mously defended by Thomas Aquinas in $wenma theologiaad other writingsFr. James Lehrberger 5s paper
shal puyte e . a5 L S rR 0 S M cre . TR O at s M et i et R S Gl 2SS T M SR L
tth? %ta%lsuoE c?n%eﬁ)_;c_s as mere ideas in the human mind.

Anal ogy of At

During the afternoon, several presenters offered further interpretar
tions of analogyDr. Chris Malloy drew attention to some difficul-
PR TEane tui.:8.S in Thomas Aqui nasds gh k800 ol

[ Oi mproperé discourse_ regarding Go
| fact that Aquinas list of proper terms includes some unlikely candi-
dat es, such asDroRhiépf Gorgales spakedlonbrf | r e .
Erich Przywarads attempt to upidat e
cause of healthy body smprom ot heaithybooy| | IS WOrk Analogia ent{8932%i a difficult book that was highly influen-
tial among: German -and French thinkers, but that has just now ap- -
peared in Engllsh translatidArof. José Pantaleén Dominguez Esponda (ITAM) introduced the audience to
the Spanish Dominican Santiago Ramirez, who devoted avfdume work to the theory of analogy (1970). Pro-
fessor Dominguez had some helpful Powerpoint slides to distinguish the various types of analogy according to

Ram2rez0ds inter pr e DraS$tévennLong ff r Agmu iAnvees .MaFRiima ldliys,cus $ ed
portionality as the most appropriate:type of analogy in language about God (and this as opposed to the analpgy of
attribution). Both Longds and Dom2nguezds pa-

pers delved deeply into some of the intricac Anal ogy of Proportl pna
of interpreting Thom

There was lively discussion throughout the ¢ DmniSEiEHCE kﬂDWEE dg (2]

which ended with a meal that brought the p ' Ea -

ticipants together in a more informal, conviy Gﬂd man

atmosphere.
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John Macready defends dissertation on Hannah Arendt

On December 4, 2015, John Douglas Macready defended his dissertation and delivered a public lecture dn the n
human dignity in the thought of Hannah Arendt. In the following text, Dr. Macready offers our readers a brief reflect
his work on the dissertation. (And, by the way, congratulations, Dr. Macready!)

The political philosophy of
Hannah Arendt is cur-
rently experiencing a re-
naissance. Aside from the
academic interest in her
thought, which has pro-
duced numerous books
and articles over the last
decade, Arendt has-also
been the subject of Mar-
garet he wvon
cent film Hannah Arendt
(2013). Although she is
often viewed as a contro-
versial thinker, her philo-
sophical interrogations of
totalitarianism, evil, hu-
man rights, and the role of
thinking in* moral judg-
ments have made her
work especially relevant .
for our age. In a time of rapid technological advancement that promises both to enhance our capacities and [dimin-
ish our humanity, Arendt would remind us that we are conditional beings who condition our world and are, in
turn, conditioned by it. In an age of global terrérism, she would remind us of the dangers of ideology and the im-
portance of independent thinking. In an era of increased political polarization, Arendt would have us undefstand
that we are cebuilders of a common world that both unites us and keeps us separate. At a time when the num-
ber of refugees fleeing political violence has reached proportions unseen since the Second World War, she would
remiond us _that every human being has a right to]|a r
thinking through our contemporary political landscape.

For the last few years, | have been actively participating in this Arendtian renaissance through my research and
writing. My research has focused on how Arendt understood human dignity. In the prefadeet@rigins of Totali
tarianisn{1951),s he cl ai med t hat human dignity needed a Qgqnew

o 0 W00 20 Yo RN A O = s ooy (= 5 0 g =00 [N ot = 58 SR Tl L T 8 = 5 LR o O P 10 - T it (TR 1 TGS i, YA 8 A T B
have invented in all/l o u.r. i ogiarheitvsit 0.5y 6 T:h€adi'sjlun.c
that *they constittute in Arendtds work *l ed me tof|iny
oo w « Tehfias ] S0 no: e p.t winrf fgskimed  Hear =0T hetopriys off e U mani o gl t
Fragile Nobility: Hannah Arendt and the Politicall M
While it is clear that hzb el DY nd Ag et Lf s SrAvLas sty fals fese nst diacl

ascribed to it was notoriously ambiguous. This lacuna in her work creates a conceptual gap between her theory of
human rights and the source of these rights. In order to bridge this gap, | conducted a hermeneutical suryey of
Arendt 6s:-ttse of 't he:concept of:shuman di gnit=y i n [ther
cavate the latent meaning she ascribed to it and demonstrate how it functions as a philosophical justification for
her theory of rights.Cont 8d next page
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Contdod frrmmtmaegedilSselrt ati on I arnoune t hat Arendt ps

experience of political violence and genocide in the twen
eth century, as well as her experience as a stateless per
led her to rethink the cancept of human dignity in order tc
retrieve the political experience that gave rise to it. She w
seeking to move beyond the traditional accounts of hum
dignity that relied principally on thstatusand statureof hu-
man beings in order to retrofit.the concept for the politica
realm through her notion ofstancé how human beings
stand in relationship to one another.From this vantage poi
Arendt reconceived human dignity as a worldly phenomen
and advocated for a view of human dignity that | cahdi-
tional dignify the view that human dignity is dependent o
political action, namely,  the preservation and expression
dignity by the person who bears it, and/or the recognition
the political community to which the person belongs ¢
seeks membership.

At E G TS Bas T L0 A= O o oL T S0 in el o
political ontology and informs her notion of political persor
hood, which relies on a recognitive politics that emphasiz
the coresponsibility of individuals and political regimes

insist upon the right of human beings to have a place in
worl d. I8t iI's precisely th
worldi the right to belong to a political community and ne\
er to be reduced to the status of stateless animdilityat

i ndi ccates the political m €
political philosophy. By excavating the latent meaning of
man dignity in Arendtds p

her political ontology, it becomes possible to bridge the co
ceptual gap between Arend!|
rights and the source of this right.

A esn.d'ti0:s: =1 et 'tk e g <o - ‘husma. i dighggoLE%nHoilinsswortﬁlI t he
in light of the recent Syrian refugee crisis. The Syrian civil 150, =
war that began in the spring of 2011 has resulted in the departure of over four million Syrians from their co

mor

Lintry

to escape political violence. The scale of this humanitarian crisis resembles the European humanitarigLn Crisis

brought about by German ar8emitism in the 1930s, one that first prompted Arendt to begin rethinking hu
dignity and human rights. The request for asylum by Syrian refugees constitutes a moral demand for the recq
of their dignity and their right to have a place in the world. The demand itself is an assertion of their dignity,
spite of the claim that all human beings have an inherent worth in the Universal Declaration of Human Righ
natory countries like Hungary and Canada have denied asylum to Syrian refugees with devastating conse
Arendt would remind us that metaphysical claims about intrinsic human dignity have little currency when the
are down, and that apart from the political actions of assertion and/or recognition, human dignity cannot app
the world. Whether or not-human dignity will remain a compelling justification for human rights will depend ¢
the acknowledgement of its worldlingsghe fact that it must be given space to appear in the world. Only then,
Arendt reminded us, can the dignity of persons show itself to us and call us to our common responsibility to
antee it.

an
gnition
but in
ts, sig-
juence:
chips
ear in
Ipon

as
guar-




Philosophy Department Alumni Newsletter - - - Page 15

UD Faculty Visit ITAM

Drs. Parens,'Roper, Cowan, Wilhelmsen, and Espericueta in Mexico City :

*On August 17th through 19th of 2015, a group of UD faculty visited lingituto Tecnolégico Autbnomo de M4
(ITAM). Among them was Philosophy Department faculty member, graduate director, and Braniff dean Dr.
Parens. Other UD faculty members attending were Drs. Bainard Cowan (Cowan Chair and Braniff Gra
School), Alexandra Wilhelmsen (Modern Languages and Literatures), Gregory Roper (chairman of English), ¢
Espericueta (Modern Languages and Literatures). As has already been reported in these pages, previously [

mann, chairman of Philosophy, gave a-vesléived lecture at ITAM. And Dr. Carlos McCadden, the head of t
Prerpra ritime mstiispsfiraGiernieilrn adiiuSt ot i s Sl esaatie d T AD Elaisa iy
l um and to | earn about UD&s wundergraduate cor e.

sevencourse sequence of courses required of all ITAM undergraduate students. Because of the focus of ITA
the-character jof ('Mexiican ihi.ghe’r “educiat.iion;. “I'TAMO
“more focused on the history of Mexico and on its economic, social, and political past, present, and future t
U.D:gosei0 e on. et hve < sUngis the d Do St-a tiess: [ S o W20 - B | TAMbB

sense. Leaving aside the core, ITAM is one of the most important and influential universities in Mexico. And
broader than the qualifietecnolégicwould seem to indicate. : :

Drs. Rosemann and Espericueta worked with Dr. McCadden to arrange the UD faculty visit. Through exte
discussions and in consultation with interested UD faculty, they agreed to hold a conference on tradition. Wj|
the character of tradition€o nt 6d next page
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Cont 6d f r omWipat is itsi relatien te iarpeation and the health and vitality of a cultural, intellectual, 3

nd

political'’community? The UD faculty mentioned above wrote papers, their papers were assigned respondepts. at

ITAM, and during their visit the papers and responses were presented before various ITAM audiences. Thrd
process of consultation and exchange among the UD faculty, the focus of the conference shifted a bit tow
focus on the Western tradition. What characterizes it, what are its limits if any, and what are its prospects?

ugh a
ard a

On Monday, B Bodhd® ibar s Qs tr o W as et Py erSies il b ieit=ta t miki elCAL ARG s S

t he - Americas .6 -1t. . explored the ways .i-n. whicht-he

Us

can, imaginaries differ, due in no small part to the deep influence of Protestantism on the US and the influehce of

Catholicism on Latin America. Dr. Valeria Zepeda of ITAM, who since the UD visit to ITAM has also visited U
the beginning of November, responded to his pape
Traditiion? The Case of P =T 1) oD B o o A B T AT o I DR o PR
the West; some say that Islam is névlestern and others that it is Western. What, then, is meant by being West
ern? Prof. Roberto Zocco of | TAM responded.Fukiand T
the PostColonial Legacy of the West ifithe Brief and Wondrous Life of OscarVWao | t expl or ed
the Western coloni al i nfluence on t isalingDovdiiwhidh treata

colonization through the lens of one family and the strafgelor curse colonization cast upon that family. Dr.

Din
[
us s

ues
t h
Rep

José Manuel Orozco Garibay, an important Mexican philosopher, responded to Espericueta. Dr. Alexandra Wil-

hel msen offered OReflections on the Dynamic Asp
ranging discussion of historical and cultural influence in the West, especially Spain, Dr. Wilhelmsen focused
peculiar knack of the Western tradition for absorbing the-influence of other civilizations, exemplified by its
sorption of Islamic decorative and architectural motifs in art and architecture calletéjarUnfortunately, due to
ill ness her respondent was not available. Final/l
Western Culture through Chaucerds Nundés Priestads

play their reverence for the Western Christian tradition not only through more traditional expressions of rever-

ect
on the
ab-

y O]
Ta

ence, but also through apparently irreverent questioning of the tradition. Dr. Charles Gutiérrez responded to.

Roper.
Our hosts at ITAM were generous in every respect, including but not limited to the academic. We stayed at b
tiful lodgings close to campus; we were treated to wonderful food both on and off campus; and we were take
important destinations in Mexico City by amazingly generous faculty and friends of the administration of ITAN

Among the important effects of the: meeting:"Plans are under way to propose a concentration in Latin Ame

eau-
in to
.

rican

Studies, spearheaded by Dr. Espericueta. Discussions have begun regarding the next conference with papers by

ITAM faculty and UD faculty respondents. And discussions begun previously about the possibility of a joint
terds proeAmamiicmanl Rteéermati ons bet ween Braniff and
visit, continue.

mas-
|
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The Beautiful, the True, and the Good:
Studies in the History of Thought by Dr. Robert Wood

Notre Dame Philosophical Reviewse cent |y publ i shed a detail ed, a
new book, a collection of essays written over his long career. We are reprinting the review here, with the K
of its author, Dr. Daniel Dwyer of Xavier University in Cincinnati.

In this book, Robert E. Wood has collected 22 articles published over more than four decades. He inclug
preface and an introductory chapter that address how the essays intersect thematically. Given the vast amo
historically informed philosophical terrain he covers, | can only do justice to the book by picking out certain
jor -t hemes present i'n al most:  all of the essays.

from the Presocratics up through the late Heidegger, his interest is not primarily directed toward the histor
interpretation of what these Western philosophers used to think, but rather toward how they speak to the cd
temporary human condition and the o0things thems
zons. He argues that philosophy is a matter of critical and systematic claims about the whole (pkijoByphia

he means oO0the enduring quest for "the mani f emnifese i
but wuswvually only implicitly given character of: ¢
how each thinker is both critical of and assimi/l

perform some antiquarian scholarly exer-
cise but to come into an essential relation
-0y toh=e"F 'mat-tae fis « v c0.n
reflect on this particular hermeneutic at
the end of the essay.

| will lay out what | take to be four key

themes addressed by Wood in almost all
of the articles in this rich and satisfying
collection: (1) -the descriptive

phenomenological = method employed
throughout the essays, (2) a primarily an-
thropol ogi cal appr o
orientation to what he refers to alternate-

ly as the whole, the-totality, and plenitude
of Being, (3) the centrality of the heart as
the originary locus of the erotic tendency
to confront the whole of Being, and (4)
the pervasive interpretation of the late
Hei degger 0s notion

dwelling thinking. | will end by reflecting
o o R < Lt T O S S o Wo
history of certain philosophers as a textual
approach to perennial themes in philoso-
phy (indeed, there are very few secondary

works cited, which,
perhaps a virtue of the collection).
First, Wood?ds met ho

sense of classic texts in the Western phil-
osophical canon in the spirit of what he

calls a descriptive phenomenology, whic}
art i e u-l<ateist 00w i4<h

iginnEstehter =it e Idissoafaisegx=p
Contdd next page
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