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Upcoming Events: 
 

• Fall 2012 Semester 
 Philosophy Colloquium 
 Fridays, 3:30 pm–4:30 pm 
 UD Braniff Building, B201 
 Open to the Public 
 

• January 28, 2013 (tentative) 
 2013 Aquinas Lecture 
 John F. Boyle, PhD 
 Open to the Public 
 

• January 28, 2014 
 2014 Aquinas Lecture 
 Rev. Robert J. Spitzer, S.J. 
 Open to the Public 

Inside this issue: 

Philosophy Department Faculty and Staff 

Dear Alumni and Alumnae, 
 
Another academic year has come to a close, with its joys—and occasional head-
aches as well! The Department can look back on 2011–2012 with a degree of satis-
faction. Most importantly, our graduating class was very strong—both quantita-
tively (with 22 seniors) and qualitatively. Indeed, our seniors’ theses were so out-
standing that, in March, we organized our First Senior Conference, devoted to 
“Philosophical Aspects of the Digital Age.” The digital revolution is fundamentally 
transforming the way in which human beings read, think, and live together. Philoso-
phy must have (and does have!) something to say to clarify the meaning of these 
developments. 
 
Thank you to those of you who have contacted the Department after receiving 
our first newsletter. Several alumni have shared detailed information about their 
plans and careers. Much of the present newsletter is therefore devoted to our 
alumni, both those from the more distant past and those who have graduated 
more recently. Indeed, we are featuring two alumni whose graduation dates and 
vocations could hardly be more different: one, a graduate of the year 1963 who 
went on to become a soldier, artist, and professor; the other, a graduate of the 
year 2006 who has joined the abbey Our Lady of Dallas to become a Cistercian 
monk. Yes, these two alumni are different—but philosophy and the UD experience 
have shaped them both. 
 
Keep the mail coming! 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
Philipp W. Rosemann 
Chair 

William A. Frank, Professor 

Fr. James Lehrberger, O. Cist., Assoc. Professor 

Christopher V. Mirus, Asst. Professor 

Griffin T. Nelson, Affiliate Asst. Professor 
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Dennis L. Sepper, Professor 

Lance Simmons, Assoc. Professor 

John Tutuska, Affiliate Asst. Professor 
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The 2012 Aquinas Lecture 

On Thursday, February 2, 2012, Professor Eleonore Stump, the Robert J. 
Henle Professor of Philosophy at Saint Louis University, delivered our 30th an-
nual Aquinas Lecture. Professor William Frank was the respondent. 
 

Professor Stump is one of the best-known “analytic” Thomists. Together with 
her teacher, the late Norman Kretzmann from Cornell, she helped introduce 
the serious study of medieval philosophy into the circles of those contempo-
rary philosophers who believe that philosophy requires the logical approach 
championed by thinkers such as Frege, Russell, and Wittgenstein. In her more 
recent work, exemplified by her book Wandering in Darkness: Narrative and the 
Problem of Suffering (Oxford University Press, 2010), Professor Stump has inte-
grated a more narrative and biblical approach into her work (she also holds an 
MA in Biblical Studies from Harvard). 
 

In her Aquinas Lecture, Professor Stump offered a Thomistic critique of St. 
Anselm’s theory of atonement—a theory according to which original sin of-
fended God’s honor, thus requiring a satisfaction that no mere human being 
could provide. According to Professor Stump, however, the Thomistic account 
of God’s love rules out the Anselmian interpretation of the atonement, which 
is too legalistic. God’s work of salvation through Christ brings about a change 
in our own hearts—and only that conversion of heart and will, which unites us 
in charity to Christ, constitutes meaningful satisfaction. 

Notable Publications 

Professor Eleonore Stump delivering  
the 30th annual Aquinas Lecture 

Dr. Jeffrey P. Bishop’s book, The Anticipatory Corpse (University of Notre Dame 
Press, 2011), which is a revised version of his UD doctoral dissertation, was named 
the most important book published in 2011 by the editor of the Religion and 
Ethics page at the Australian Broadcasting Corporation. The influential Journal of the 
American Medical Association also reviewed it very favorably, as did the Times Higher 
Education Supplement. Warmest congratulations, Jeff! 

Dr. Joshua Parens just published Maimonides and Spinoza: Their Conflicting Views on Human Nature 
(University of Chicago Press, 2012), a book that challenges an interpretation of the two Jewish thinkers 
according to which Maimonides anticipated in significant ways Spinoza’s move toward modern secularism. 
Instead, Maimonides and Spinoza argues in favor of an older account, namely, the view that “Maimonides 
was a great defender of Judaism and Spinoza was one of its great opponents” (p. 1). The book seeks to 
support this view not by studying how Maimonides and Spinoza understood the relationship between relig-
ion and politics but the two thinkers’ different anthropologies. 

Dr. Philipp W. Rosemann recently readied for publication the last scholarly work of his teacher, the 
late Reverend Professor James McEvoy, who died in October, 2010. McEvoy was an expert in the life and 
thought of the eccentric thirteenth-century thinker and bishop Robert Grosseteste, who translated Diony-
sius the Areopagite’s mystical treatises from the Greek and added commentaries to them. Grosseteste 
having been a lifelong friend of the Franciscans, these commentaries played a large role in Franciscan com-
munities across Europe. In this book, entitled Robert Grosseteste at Munich (Louvain: Peeters, 2012), 
McEvoy edits, translates, and studies a fifteenth-century abridgment of Robert Grosseteste’s commentaries 
by a Franciscan friar from Munich. The book allows us an insight on how tradition works in practice: how 
ideas are transmitted, adopted, and adapted through the centuries. 
 

Robert Grosseteste at Munich is volume 14 of the Dallas Medieval Texts and Translations series, which Dr. 
Rosemann edits. DMTT is a major scholarly project which has the goal to make a comprehensive range of 
medieval Latin texts available to modern readers, in facing-page English translations with scholarly intro-
ductions. More info at www.udallas.edu/dmtt.  



Some of the graduates have shared their career plans with us: 
 

Peter Antich is going to pursue doctoral studies in philosophy at the University of Kentucky. Michael Benoit is hoping to se-

cure a job or internship at a Washington, DC, think tank. Michael Byers is continuing his education in preparation for medical 

school, which he hopes to enter in either 2013 or 2014. Daniel Fiedorek has been admitted to medical school at the Univer-

sity of Arkansas. Nicholas Furnace is thinking of pursuing a position in marketing or working for an oil company. Michael 

Hayes is going to move to the University of Kansas to pursue doctoral studies in philosophy there. Katarina Lee has been ad-

mitted to an MA in Biomedical Ethics at New York University. Steven Lester, who graduated with a double major in philoso-

phy and classics, will be teaching Latin (and maybe Greek) at Subiaco Academy in Arkansas. Joe Minardi has entered Marmion 

Abbey, a Benedictine monastery in Aurora, Illinois, and will be going on for the priesthood. He will probably teach at the high 

school that the Abbey runs.  David Perkins is planning to embark upon studies at Texas A&M toward a degree in either Envi-

ronmental or Civil Engineering. Luke Safranek is going to be taking business classes at the University of Michigan while prepar-

ing for the LSAT and/or GMAT. Juan Solares will work for two years at Cobiscorp, a banking technology firm, and then go to 

grad school and start  his own business (probably in the technology sector). Joseph Swope has obtained a teaching position at  

the Great Hearts Academy in Arizona, where he will be teaching English and music. Chelsea Tanner is excited that her boy-

friend is getting a tattoo with her name—she will also take a year off to deepen her reading of works she encountered at UD, 

then plans to apply to law school. Cooper Walker is staying in the area for a while, having been admitted to the law school at 

Texas Wesleyan University. Julianne Watkins is pleased to be getting married and moving to Philadelphia; she is also contem-

plating studying social work at Penn State. Robert Weisenburger is moving to California, to attend the University of San 

Diego Warren School of Law. Natalie Weisse is going to continue her studies in the doctoral program for medical physics at 

the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
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The Graduating Class of 2012 

In May, 2012, twenty students graduated from UD with BA degrees in Philosophy, the largest class in the department’s recent 
memory—which means since the days before the seminarians began to be awarded separate degrees in Philosophy and Letters. 
Two additional seniors will also be receiving their BA degrees in Philosophy this summer and fall 2012. The seniors devoted 
their theses to “philosophical aspects of the digital age,” which was the topic of the senior seminar this year. The theses, which 
endeavored to clarify the anthropological and cultural implications of the dominance of digital media in contemporary life, were 
presented to the university community in a day-long conference in March. 

Bernadette Ament 

Peter Antich 

Michael Benoit 

Michael Byers 

Daniel Fiedorek 

Nicholas Furnace 

Cooper Walker 

Julianne Watkins  

Robert Weisenburger 

Natalie Weisse 

David Perkins 

Luke Safranek  

Juan Solares 

Joseph Swope 

Chelsea Tanner  

Michael Tinawi 

Michael Hayes 

Katarina Lee 

Steven Lester 

Joseph Minardi 

Pierina Otiniano 

Anton Platt 

Congratulations to our Philosophy students! 

Peter Antich was the 
recipient of the 2012 
Father Thomas Cain 
Aquinas Medal, which 
the Department 
awards to the most 
outstanding senior.  



 

 

 

1999 
 
Brian Harding, BA, upon graduation from UD moved to Fordham in New York to pursue 
a PhD in Philosophy, which he obtained in 2005. He subsequently joined the faculty at Texas 
Woman’s University, where he is serving as assistant professor in the Department of Psy-
chology & Philosophy. He recently joined us for our department’s First Senior Conference 
on “Philosophical Aspects of the Digital Age.” Professor Harding is an active scholar; his 
book Augustine and Roman Virtue was published by Continuum in London in 2008. 

 
 

 
 
2003 

 
Lloyd Newton, PhD, sent us the following text: “Born and raised in West 
Texas, I pursued undergraduate studies in theology at a Protestant college 
in Dallas, and then pursued a Masters in Rhetoric at UNT. It was during my 
graduate studies that I was introduced to the Great Books, through the 
writings of Mortimer Adler. My desire to read the Great Books in turn led 
me to the University of Dallas in 1995, where I began a second Masters 
degree in Philosophy, and eventually embarked on to a PhD in Philosophy. 
My dissertation, under the direction of Drs. William Frank and Philipp 
Rosemann, was a translation of and commentary on Duns Scotus’s com-
mentary on Aristotle’s Categories, which is currently under contract with 
the Catholic University of America Press for publication in their Continua-
tion of the Fathers series. Since graduating from Dallas, I was blessed to 
find a position teaching Philosophy and Latin at Benedictine College in At-
chison, Kansas (which just so happens to be the alma mater of UD’s cur-

rent president). My current academic project is translating Albertus Magnus’s commentary on Aristotle’s Categories. 
 

On a personal note, after my BA, I spent a summer backpacking through Europe, where I met Lori, a Mennonite from Canada. 
Then, after my first Masters, Lori and I married. After about four years of marriage and during my first year at UD, we both 
converted to Catholicism. Our conversion was due in large part to the University of Dallas as well as the College of St. Thomas 
More in Fort Worth. We are blessed to have three children, whom we homeschool: Holly, age 15; Alexander, age 13; and 
Maggie, age 10.” 
 

 
 

2009 
 
Chris Wolfe, BA, has completed his PhD coursework for a degree in 
Political Science at Claremont Graduate University. He recently chaired a 
roundtable discussion at the American Political Science Association’s 2011 
meeting titled “Harry Jaffa’s Thomism and Aristotelianism Reconsidered,” 
and gave a paper on that topic at the Society of Catholic Social Scientists 
meeting at Steubenville. He also presented another fun paper at the Steu-
benville meeting titled: “A Response to Joseph Ratzinger and Joseph Seifert 
on Wittgenstein. 

Some News from our Alumni 
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2011 
 

William Hannegan, BA, has embarked upon a Masters degree in Philosophy at 
Northern Illinois University. He was pleased to pass all of his comprehensive exams 
after only one semester—“thanks to everything I learned at UD,” as he wrote in an 
email to us. He also presented papers at the Illinois Philosophical Association Confer-
ence in DeKalb, and at the University of Western Ontario Conference on Philosophy 
of Mind, Language, and Cognition.  This summer he will present in Bologna at the 
European Epistemology Network Conference, and at Oxford for the Ian Ramsey 
Centre Conference on Persons and Their Brains. 

 

 
 
 

Brian Garcia, MA, is currently finishing up his M. Phil. at the Catholic University of 
Louvain (Belgium), with hopes to stay there for the doctoral program. He is writing 
a short thesis on the theme of concupiscentia in Aquinas, under the direction of Pro-
fessor Andrea Robiglio. The area of Renaissance philosophy is becoming appealing 
to him as a possible area of specialization. 
 
 
 
 
 

Cynthia Nielsen, PhD, has been appointed to a three-year postdoctoral fellowship at 
Villanova University. She is currently working on not one, but two books—both already 
under contract. A revised version of her dissertation is scheduled to appear in 2013 under 
the title, Foucault, Douglass, Fanon, and Scotus in Dialogue: Imagining Ourselves Otherwise 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2013). For Wipf & Stock she is planning to complete another title this 
summer: Foucault and Self-Writing: On the Art of Living as Improvisation (Wipf & Stock/
Cascade, 2012). 

  

 

 

 

John Macready, MA, who is in his third year of doctoral studies at the IPS, has been awarded 
a National Endowment for the Humanities grant to attend an NEH seminar on totalitarianism 
over the summer. He will spend five weeks at Bard College in Annandale-on-Hudson, New 
York, studying “The Political Theory of Hannah Arendt: The Problem of Evil and the Origins of 
Totalitarianism” with fifteen other scholars from around the country under the direction of 
noted Arendt scholar Dr. Kathleen Jones, Professor Emerita of Women's Studies, San Diego 
State University. 
  
 
 
 
 

Bret Saunders, PhD, shortly after marrying his lovely Katie, returned to UD for the fall of 2011. 
He taught two sections of Philosophy and the Ethical Life, then devoted the spring to the final 
editing and defense of his dissertation, “Descartes’s Divided Imagination and its Legacy in Kant 
and Hegel,” which develops a literary perspective on modern philosophy. At his defense Bret had 
a stimulating and collegial discussion with a panel of UD professors, including his dissertation di-
rector Dr. Dennis Sepper, and Descartes expert Dr. Thomas Vinci, who joined by phone from 
Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. In the fall of 2012 Bret will join the faculty of John 
Witherspoon College in Rapid City, South Dakota, as Assistant Professor of Humanities. Bret 
fondly remembers his unforgettable UD experience, which has included inspiring lectures and 
social gatherings, musical appearances (on banjo) with the Grafton Street Band for St. Paddy’s 
TGIT, and a host of informal discussions with fellow seekers of truth, beauty, and goodness. 

More News from our Alumni 
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On August 19, 2012, Brother 
John Bayer (’06) will make his 
solemn profession to the Cistercian 
monastery Our Lady of Dallas, com-
mitting himself to the Cistercian 
order and to the monastery usque 
ad mortem. One day later, on 
August 20, 2012, he is scheduled to 
be ordained a deacon by Bishop 
Kevin Farrell of Dallas. Brother John 
has sent us the following reflections 
on the role that philosophy has 
played in his vocation. 
 

Within the past decade four UD 
philosophy alumni have joined 
Our Lady of Dallas, the Cister-
cian Abbey that has for many 
years served the UD community.  
Those four are Fr. Joseph (Matt) 
Van House (’03), Fr. Thomas 
(Bryan) Esposito (’05), Fr. 
Ambrose (Michael) Strong (’05), 
and Br. John (Paul) Bayer (’06).  
Other Cistercians, namely Fr. 
Gregory Schweers (’77) and Fr. 
James Lehrberger (a long-time 
philosophy professor at UD), are 
also alumni of the philosophy 
program.  Such a happy fact—it is 
for many reasons a great blessing 
to see the Abbey growing—
provokes an interesting question: 
Is there any connection between 
the study of philosophy and the 
pursuit of a religious vocation? 
 

I more or less know only my own 
story, and so my reflections here 
have an unavoidably autobio-
graphical bent.  Nevertheless, in 
my studies of philosophy and 
acceptance of a religious voca-
tion, I was caught up into some-
thing I think most any student 
from UD could understand. 
 

Like many others, I’m sure, I 
could speak of moments during 
my years as an undergraduate 
when “philosophy class” taught 
me to live my faith with greater 
conviction and gratitude.  There 
were, of course, those important 
days spent with Thomas Aquinas, 
studying his vision for the recon-
ciliation of faith and reason. I’ll 
never forget how proud he made 
me feel to be a Catholic! I 
thought it was such a gift to be-
long to a faith that seeks to en-
gage the whole of our humanity, 
one that allows us to flourish in 
the many and diverse capacities 
bestowed upon us by our Crea-
tor. Aquinas encouraged me to 
take my faith seriously, and he 

offered a language that allowed 
me to connect my ancient faith to 
life in the modern world. 
 

Another very special moment 
was undoubtedly my encounter 
with Søren Kierkegaard, who 
taught me about the limits of 
philosophy and the necessity of a 
personal act of faith. As marvel-
ous as the human mind is in its 
transcendence, it nevertheless 
does not rest upon a foundation 
of its own making. We do, 
whether we can accept it or not, 
live our lives with a measure of 
“fear and trembling.” For at a 
certain level we can always doubt 
our knowledge and ourselves; the 
quest for “scienti f ic” or 
“ ob j e c t i v e ” 
certainty in all 
things is a 
futile one for 
us mortals, 
who can do 
nothing but 
begin with 
first principles 
and our own 
sense percep-
tions. But 
rather than 
allow this 
uncertainty to 
drive us mad, 
w e  c a n , 
K ierkegaard 
taught me, 
take the op-
portunity to become a “knight of 
faith”: that is, we can gather the 
courage to look up from our-
selves and to address the One 
who is responsible for our foun-
dation. In this way we can come 
to experience in ourselves “the 
wondrous glory the knight attains 
in becoming God’s confidant, the 
Lord’s friend, if I may speak 
purely humanly, in saying ‘You’ to 
God in heaven” (Fear and Trem-
bling, Problema II). In humbly 
acknowledging the limits of my 
power to create myself and my 
world, the “gifted-ness” of every-
thing becomes immediately ap-
parent—and so does the great 
“Thou” who in all his gifts is 
speaking to me.  That, of course, 
can really light a fire in someone 
open to a religious vocation. 
 

But is there anything deeper?  Is 
there something simply about 
“doing” philosophy that might 

nurture a monastic vocation?  
Philosophy, at least as it is done 
at UD, strives to be faithful to its 
etymology: it is the love of wisdom. 
At UD we look at those famously 
big questions: What are we? 
What else must there be if this 
grand universum is to be intelligi-
ble to the human mind? How 
should we live? An obvious fea-
ture of these great questions of 
metaphysics and ethics is their 
universality. In philosophy class 
we don’t spend too much time 
talking about this or that particu-
lar being; while various profes-
sors may start with “the podium” 
or “the chalk” they very quickly 
launch into an inquiry into “being 
as such” (which seemed like a 

really bizarre 
phrase the 
first couple 
t i m e s 
around). In 
short, as UD 
philosophers 
we aim at a 
vision that 
includes eve-
rything—we 
want a true 
wisdom, a 
vision of the 
whole within 
which every-
thing has its 
proper place. 
 

In my own 
life, that ardent curiosity about 
the whole has been a powerful 
force driving me beyond philoso-
phy and into the monastery. The 
virtues of philosophy—logic, 
objectivity, abstraction, and so 
on—are powerful indeed. But if 
there is anything real about me 
and about you, about here and 
about there, about then and about 
now, then philosophy is incapable 
of ever getting at the whole. The 
virtues of philosophy are at the 
same time its weaknesses. For 
true Wisdom will be able to 
account for all things, even those 
that are contingent and irreduci-
bly particular like the human 
person and his or her history. 
There is so much to know be-
yond ontology and the universal 
norms of human action—at least 
there should be if each of us is 
truly a person with an intellect 
and will and not merely another 
“wet” robot in a clockwork uni-

verse.  You may learn much 
about human nature from phi-
losophy, but you cannot expect 
logic, objectivity, and abstraction 
alone to tell you everything there 
is to know about yourself. What 
kind of Wisdom is there to make 
sense of all these centers of sub-
jectivity and their personal voca-
tions? Where can we turn for the 
intelligibility of history, of all our 
thoughts and loves, our sins and 
aspirations, and the complex web 
they are weaving through time? 
 

There is a wonderful story about 
St. Benedict, who, according to 
his biographer St. Gregory the 
Great, was given the grace to 
have “the whole world brought 
before his eyes, apparently drawn 
together beneath a single ray of 
sunlight.” He was, Gregory says, 
“caught up into God” and ren-
dered able to see “the whole of 
creation” from God’s perspec-
tive; and as he was “looking down 
from above” he was able to see 
everything that formerly he “was 
unable to grasp from down be-
low.” It is that kind of vision 
which, I believe, is the ultimate 
desire of every true philosopher 
and lover of wisdom. But for St. 
Benedict this vision is one of the 
whole as seen through Christ, 
whom the Scriptures proclaim as 
the “true light” and the one 
“through whom all things were 
made” (John 1); he is the Wis-
dom of God, who “reaches 
mightily from one end of the 
earth to the other, ordering all 
things well” (Wisdom 8). He is 
the one who can make sense not 
only of this contingently existing 
and intelligible universe, but also 
of you and of me, of then and of 
now. He is God’s “plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things 
in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth” (Ephesians 1), and thus 
he is the one in whom all things 
find their final intelligibility. 
 

So in joining the monastery and 
striving after Christ, I feel in some 
sense as though I’ve only taken 
the next step at the “end” of 
philosophy’s road. Keeping alive 
the philosopher’s love of wisdom, 
I endeavor now to make room 
for the way of faith, without 
which certainty and that compre-
hensive Wisdom seem beyond 
our grasp. 
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Professor Emeritus Don R. Schol: 

UD Graduate, Philosopher, Vietnam Veteran, Artist 

Don Schol retired from the University of North Texas in August, 2011, after teach-
ing in the College of Visual Arts and Design there for forty-one years. As an emeri-
tus, Professor Schol still offers one class per semester in UNT’s Honors College. 
 

Schol graduated from UD with a BA in Philosophy in 1963. He won a scholarship 
from Marquette to pursue doctoral studies in Philosophy, but when he arrived in 
Milwaukee he quickly realized that the department had little interest in what he felt 
most passionate about: the philosophy of art. Thus, he decided to return to Texas, 
where he enrolled in the MFA program at UT Austin, specializing in sculpture and 
drawing. Upon his graduation in 1966, he was drafted into the army and dispatched 
to Vietnam, where he served for three and a half years with a special mission: as 
combat artist, he was to help record the war for history. Today, the complete ar-
chive of his work from that time remains in a military history and war art collection 
in Washington, DC. More recently, however, Professor Schol has published a book 
of wood cuts in which he attempts to come to terms artistically with his Vietnam 
experience. In War Cuts (Stephen F. Austin State University Press, 2011), he writes, 
“For some twenty years after my encounters in Vietnam, I experienced dreams 
about the war; however, I refrained from speaking openly and publicly of my military 

service. Since the Vietnam War was so unpopular with so many of the American people, veterans did not reveal their par-
ticipation in that conflict. When I was returning home from Hawaii through the San Francisco airport in my dress green 
uniform, some young people approached me and spat upon me in disgust. In their minds I was a ‘baby killer’ and a ‘war 
monger.’ They had no idea who or what I really was or what I stood for. It has now been 40 years since the Vietnam War, 
and I have found myself ready to make art again about my remembered experiences. 
This suite of woodcut prints represents the primary substance of these experiences.” 
 

It is when Schol returned from Vietnam that he accepted the faculty position at UNT. 
During those early years of his career, he established himself as a sculptor by creating 
commissioned works for Catholic churches throughout the southwest. He focused 
primarily on wood carving, which he learned from art professor Heri Bert Bartsch at 
UD. Another UD professor whom he remembers very fondly is Father David Balas, 
O.Cist. 
 

Schol says that the philosophical background which he received from UD served him 
well throughout his career. He incorporated philosophical thinking into all his art 
teaching at UNT. Furthermore, the wood cuts that appear in War Cuts are accompa-
nied by philosophical commentary, in which Schol attempts to put the Vietnam war—
and all wars—into some kind of perspective. 
 

The UD Philosophy Department is proud to count Professor Schol among its alumni. 
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Dr. Philipp Rosemann: What is the use of physi-

cal books in the age of digitalization? In Books as 

History: The Importance of Books Beyond Their Texts 

(The British Library & Oak Knoll Press, 2011), 

David Pearson makes the argument that the physi-

cal book has many important features that set it 

apart from the e-book: the typeface, illustrations, 

binding, dust jacket, annotations made by previous 

readers, the place of a book in a library are all fac-

tors that influence how a text is read. Books as His-

tory is a beautiful, lavishly illustrated celebration of 

the printed (and handwritten) book. 

Dr. Lance Simmons: Political Philosophy in the 

Twentieth Century: Authors and Arguments, edited by 

Catherine H. Zuckert (Cambridge University 

Press, 2011). This collection has chapters treating 

18 political philosophers of the twentieth century. 

It begins with Dewey, Schmitt, and Gramsci, treats 

the aftermath of the Second World War, looks at 

the central figures in the revival of liberal political 

philosophy, and ends with critics of liberalism such 

as Foucault, Habermas, and MacIntyre. 

 

Recent “Off-Duty” Reading Enjoyed by Philosophy Faculty  
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