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From the Chair 
 
 
Dear Alumnae and Alumni: 

 
This eighth issue of our alumni newsletter comes to you with a real title—not just “alumni 
newsletter,” but Memoria. My colleague Dr. Chad Engelland suggested Memoria, as it beauti-

fully reflects both the purpose of our newsletter and the mission of our department. 
 
The goal of this newsletter is of course to help you and us remember. You—the readers— 

may wish to remember your days as students at the University of Dallas, when you took 
courses such as “Philosophy and the Ethical Life” and discussed the ideal state according to 
Plato’s Republic. Inevitably, the Philosophy Department is no longer what it was when you 

attended it, for even if time is merely a “distension of the mind,” as Augustine teaches, for us 
humans it is nonetheless one of the fundamental dimensions that structure our existence. As 
for us—the faculty of the Philosophy Department—we may want to record some of our ac-

tivities and achievements over the years, thus rendering our lives a little less transitory by 
remembering our past. 
 

Which brings us to the mission of the Philosophy Department. Ultimately, a philosophical 
education is meant to help us understand who we truly are, which may well be a matter of 
remembering some long-forgotten truths. That is certainly what Augustine claims in the Con-

fessions, where he suggests that memory is the central function of the human mind. Our lives 
are necessarily dispersed in time, the Bishop of Hippo argues, and sometimes they are even 
morally dispersed. We need to “pull ourselves together,” as the saying goes, making sure that 

our lives have a proper focus—in other words, that our manifold activities have a center that 
holds them together. For Augustine, memoria has the function to pull the different strands of 
our lives together as we remember who we are, deep down: children of God who once lived 
with Him in the Garden of Eden. Memoria is thus what brings us closer to God. 

 
That is too lofty a goal for this humble newsletter. May it at least reflect some of the spirit 
that animates our department. 

 
Have a good summer!  
 

Philipp W. Rosemann 
Chair 

Memoria  
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Alumni Newsletter 
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Our Class of 2015: 

The Senior Seminar 
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The Philosophy of Citizenship was the theme for this year’s 
Senior Seminar, which was taught by Dr. Bill Frank. In the 

Fourth Annual Philosophy Senior Conference, which was held 

on Saturday, February 28th, 2015, our twelve seniors pre-

sented papers on their theses to a gathering of friends, class-
mates, professors, and parents. It was a grand event which 

demonstrated to us all the remarkable achievement of each of 

the seniors. It was a fitting culmination of four years of study. 

The Philosophy Department could not be more proud of their 
achievements. 

 

Citizenship proved to be a worthy topic for the work the 

seminar and the thesis. Citizens enjoy a public status that 
comes with a set of practices and expectations regarding the 

ways in which they belong to and participate in their larger 

communities. The philosophy of citizenship reflects on what it 

means to be a citizen and how this contributes to human 
flourishing. It considers foundational notions such as equality, 

rights and duties, belonging, participation and alienation, re-

sponsibility, autonomy and community, and the dignity of the 
human person. Contemporary forces of globalization and the 

electronic transformation of communication challenge re-

ceived notions of what is it means to be a citizen. 

 
The study of citizenship provided our seniors with the occasion to draw together many strands of their philosophy and 

core studies. It also moved them to think about the present and to assume the responsibility of bringing our liberal 

learning at the University of Dallas to bear upon contemporary questions.  

Here’s a list of this year’s philosophy graduates and the titles of their theses: 

 

 Taylor Abels, “Habermas, Autonomy, and the Absolute”; 

 Coby Combs, “Parochialism and Citizenship: Normative Implications”; 

 Chibuzor Ejiaga, “The Consequences of Coerced Cohesion and Liberal Integration: An Account of Nigerian Citi-

zenship”; 

 Noah Juarez, “Crime amongst Citizens”; 

 Nicole Johnson, “Freedom and the Perplexity of the World’s Human Citizens”; 

 Rebecca Lowery, “Our Filtered Lives”; 

 Selena Puente, “Crafting the Creative Citizen: The Role of Art and Beauty”; 

 Michael Reardon, “Humility, Agape, and the City of God: Kierkegaard’s Sociopolitical Critique of Modernity and 

His Existential Solution”; 

 Andrew Shafer, “Contrasting Dewey and Maritain: Two Views of Aesthetics and the Education of Citizens”; 

 Anthony Shoulta, “On Public Reason: A Response to Rawls”; 

 Bridget Weisenburger, “Subsidiarity and MacIntyre’s Critique of Individualism”; and 

 Emily Wilson, “Panopticism and Surveillance: the Rebirth of the Subject.” 

Seniors and faculty celebrating the achievements of this year’s class  

at Gloria’s in Oak Cliff.  



Philosophy Department Alumni Newsletter Page 3 

 

Grad School News and Admissions 

One of these students is Mary Elizabeth Halper (née Tetzlaff) ’09, who, in 

addition to working on her doctoral dissertation, served as managing editor of the 

prestigious Review of Metaphysics until this past August.  

The Catholic University of America has one of the philosophy programs where UD grads have traditionally sought 

admission and succeeded as students.  

Currently, Jessica Deal ’13 is the book review editor.  

 

 

 

The latest UD student to be admitted at CUA is Taylor 

Abels ’15, who received a full scholarship to pursue stud-

ies in the doctoral program. 

Another graduate program popular with UD philosophy 

majors is the one at Fordham University, where Andrew 

Shafer ’15 will be starting this fall. 

Jude Galbraith ’14, who took a year off after his gradua-

tion to teach English in Spain, will be joining Notre Dame’s 

doctoral program in history and philosophy of science. Jude 

also just had his first academic article published in Dialogue, 

the journal of Phi Sigma Tau.  

Camille Kennedy (née Pecha) ’13, who graduated from UD with a double major in 

Philosophy and French and is currently in the philosophy master’s program, will move to 

New Jersey this fall to begin her doctoral studies at Rutgers. What is more, Camille has 

been named a Fellow in the Eight Cohort of the Lilly Graduate Fellows Program. Lilly Fel-

lowships are awarded to graduate students who are interested in becoming teacher-

scholars at church-related colleges and universities in the United States. They support 

graduate studies for a three-year period through an annual stipend and include attendance 

at four Lilly conferences as well as mentoring for the young scholars. Only ten fellowships 

were awarded this year.  

Harris Smith ’14 succeeded this year in securing a full scholarship to take up doctoral studies at the University 

of Oregon, which specializes in Continental philosophy. Harris spent the past year deepening his knowledge of 

contemporary philosophy by taking advanced courses at the University of Texas at Dallas, in particular with Dr. 

Charles Bambach.  
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The 2015 Aquinas Lecture was a 

memorable event. To begin with, for 

the first time in the thirty-three year 

history of the lecture series, this year’s 

Aquinas Lecture took place under the 

auspices of one of our local bishops, 

the Most Reverend Michael Olson, 

bishop of Fort Worth. Bishop Olson, 

who is a member of our board of trus-

tees, is particularly attached to the 

University of Dallas because of his pre-

vious tenure as rector at Holy Trinity 

Seminary, which brought him into 

regular contact with UD faculty and 

students. The bishop was gracious 

enough not only to open the lecture 

with a few words on the importance of 

St. Thomas Aquinas and an invocation; 

he also attended a dinner with the 

Aquinas Lecturer that preceded the event itself, and the reception that followed it. The bishop’s presence and support im-

pressively emphasized the importance of the intellectual life and of Catholic higher education for the local Church. 

But this year’s lecture also stood out in other ways. Our lecturer this year, and the recipient of our 2015 Aquinas Medal, 

was Professor Wayne Hankey, a philosopher and classicist who occupies the Carnegie Chair of Classics at Dalhousie Uni-

versity and is a faculty member at King’s College (both in Halifax, Nova Scotia). Professor Hankey has published widely—

monographs, edited volumes, almost ninety scholarly articles—on subjects that cover the entire range of ancient and medie-

val Neoplatonism. His work has always prominently included St. Thomas Aquinas. His Oxford dissertation on the Neopla-

tonic sources and structure of the doctrine of God in Aquinas, which was published by Oxford University Press in 1987 and 

recently reissued, is considered a classic. 

What made Professor Hankey a particularly apt Aquinas Lecturer and recipient of the University of Dallas’ Aquinas Medal is 

the fact that he has always sought to bring his deeply scholarly knowledge of the tradition to bear on contemporary philoso-

phy and theology—indeed, on the con-

temporary world, as is demonstrated 

by an article that he published on “9/11 

and the History of Philosophy.” Profes-

sor Hankey’s publications are fre-

quently in dialogue with some of the 

other leading contemporary Christian 

thinkers, such as Jean-Luc Marion and 

John Milbank (both of whom have been 

Aquinas Lecturers as well). The thrust 

of his contributions has often been to 

remind his colleagues that the specula-

tive use of historical sources requires 

scholarly accuracy—hence titles such 

as “Misrepresenting Neoplatonism in 

Contemporary Christian Dionysian 

Polemic” or, even more starkly, “‘Poets 

Tell Many a Lie.’” Cont’d next page 

 

The 2015 Aquinas Lecture: A Memorable Event 

Photography by Justin Schwartz 

Photography by Justin Schwartz 
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This is a note of thanks to the Earhart Foundation, which closes its 

doors this year after 86 years of support given to scholarship across 

many disciplines in the humanities. The Earhart Foundation was created 

in 1929 by Harry Boyd Earhart (1870–1954), who became wealthy 

through his White Star Refining Company, which operated a refinery 

and a chain of gas stations out of Ann Arbor, Michigan. White Star was 

eventually absorbed into the Vacuum Oil Company, which in turn be-

came part of Exxon Mobile. 

 

In keeping with H. B. Earhart’s vision of American society, the Earhart 

Foundation is best known for its support of free-market economists. 

Friedrich A. Hayek and Milton Friedman were among those who re-

ceived Earhart fellowships, along with numerous other distinguished 

economists. Indeed, nine winners of the Nobel Prize in economics 

were Earhart fellows earlier in their careers. 

 

The University of Dallas is indebted to the Earhart Foundation for gen-

erous support of its doctoral program over many years. Politics faculty 

and students, in particular, have benefited. But the Earhart Foundation 

has also repeatedly awarded funds to the Aquinas Lecture series. Most recently, 

Dr. Rosemann was the recipient of a substantial Earhart fellowship for editorial 

work on the Dallas Medieval Texts and Translations series. 

 

H. B. Earhart took vigorous action to ensure that his foundation would, even after 

his death, continue to allocate funds in accordance with his philanthropic goals. 

Since the Earhart Foundation has always operated discreetly, there has been no 

announcement of the reasons why the current leadership has decided to spend 

down the foundation’s assets and close it. However, H. B. Earhart would certainly 

not have wanted his foundation to become a self-serving bureaucratic structure 

with no clear telos—and, as we all know, telos means “end” in both of its senses. 

The Earhart Foundation: A Word of Thanks 

Aquinas Lecture, cont’d 

 

Although Professor Hankey delivered his lecture by means of a Powerpoint presentation, it would not be quite honest to say 

that it was easy to follow! In a veritable tour de force, Professor Hankey took the audience through the Neoplatonic sources 

of Aquinas’s thought, the Trinitarian structure of the metaphysics of esse, and the structure of the Summa theologiae. In this 

perspective, the self-reflexivity of the inner-Trinitarian life appeared as key to understanding not only how God acts, both 

within Himself and in relation to the created order, but also how the Summa works as a piece of theological writing. Fortu-

nately, our colleague Matthew Walz was there to respond to Professor Hankey’s lecture and shed light on some of its more 

difficult points. 

Professor Hankey generously agreed to spend an entire week with us in Irving, so that there were multiple opportunities for 

faculty and students to encounter him in personal conversation. These conversations turned out to be the highlight of the visit, 

in particular as Hankey spent many hours with our graduate student community. It is not every day that a graduate student has 

the opportunity to engage one of the world’s leading scholars on Christian Neoplatonism. One dinner with graduate students 

extended late into the night, in an amicable yet animated discussion that centered on Professor Hankey’s interpretation of St. 

Thomas’s thought. It is this kind of event that grad students will remember for years to come. 
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Our Class of 2015: Future Plans  

 

Taylor Abels—the recipient of 

the department’s 2015 Father Tho-

mas Cain Aquinas Medal—will 

move to Washington, D.C., to pur-

sue graduate studies in philosophy 

at the Catholic University of Amer-

ica. 

Cody Combs will attend 

the UT Austin Law School 

on the Dean Ira P. 

Hi ldebrand Endowed 

Presidential Scholarship.  

Rebecca Lowery says that she does not 

have plans … but then continues to de-

scribe quite a few! These range from 

reading Kant and writing a children’s 

book to building a door for her screen 

house and—of course—dyeing her hair. 

Rebecca thinks that she may eventually 

attend grad school, perhaps in two years’ 

time  

Selena Puente will move to Tyler, 

Texas, where her fiancé, UD history 

major Killian Beeler, has a job as 

appeal director for the diocese of 

Tyler. Selena herself would like to 

continue her studies at UT Tyler, 

where she has cast an eye on the 

master’s program in art history. She 

also plans to farm, teach violin, and 

enjoy reading poetry. 

Michael Reardon has applied 

at the Kenrick Glennon Semi-
nary in St. Louis, Missouri, hop-
ing to study for the priesthood 

in the archdiocese of St. Louis  

Bridget Weisenburger has applied 

for a fellowship. In the meantime, she 

is contributing to the National Catholic 

Register and pursuing other opportuni-

ties in journalism. 

We wish all these seniors luck and God’s blessings as they pursue their different paths, diverse, challenging, and 

interesting as they are. 

Anthony Shoulta is seeking 

employment! 

Andrew Shafer wants to be a philoso-

phy professor, a goal in view of which he 

will pursue graduate studies at Fordham 

University in New York. 

Emily Wilson will be moving to Wash-

ington, D.C., where she will be working 

for the office of United States Senator 

Jerry Moran, from her home state of 

Kansas. Emily is looking forward to mar-

rying fellow UD alum Gus Braga-

Henebry ’14 later this summer. Her long

-term plans include law school. 



 

This past spring, I had the opportunity to teach the Junior Seminar to our phi-

losophy majors. As I prepared for the class, I knew that I would face some chal-

lenges to make this class a success. First, the focus of the class was on Friedrich 
Nietzsche, who is not generally considered a favorite at UD. While I personally 

have learned to love his provocative approach, I was concerned that the students 

would not take him seriously due to his notorious antagonism toward Christian-
ity. Second, I knew that I was not the typical UD philosophy professor. I was un-

sure how the class would feel about having a young, inexperienced doctoral stu-

dent teach them their first exclusive philosophy major class.  

 
To my delight, neither of these challenges posed a problem. Although some in the 

class expressed concern over Nietzsche’s atheism, each student engaged the class 

openly and honestly, willing to hear what Nietzsche might have to say to us. I 

think many were surprised to find in Nietzsche’s work jewels of insight that com-
plemented and supported their own philosophical projects. And in regard to hav-

ing me as a professor, the students responded with great respect and gratitude. 

 

As a result, we successfully dived deep into 
Nietzsche’s world these past four months. I 

structured the class according to three themes: aesthetics, morality, and religion. For 

each theme, we had one corresponding text, one evening event, and three or four 

student presentations. During the aesthetics theme, we read The Birth of Tragedy, had 
a guest lecture from Dr. Philipp Rosemann, and spent an evening watching Act III of 

Nietzsche’s favorite opera, Wagner’s Tristan und Isolde. During the morality theme, 

we read On the Genealogy of Morality and sections from Westphal’s Suspicion and 
Faith, had a guest lecture from Father James Lehrberger, and spent an evening watch-

ing Hitchcock’s Rope (a dramatic re-telling of a 1924 murder supposedly inspired by 

Nietzsche). During the religion theme, we read Thus Spoke Zarathustra, had a guided 

discussion from John Macready, and a guest lecture from Dr. Charles Bambach. Dr. 
Bambach provided a wealth of insight into Thus Spoke Zarathustra during his lecture 

and even visited with us afterwards at La Madeleine.  

 

Toward the end of the semester, I organized a dinner at Celebration restaurant for 
the class and invited members of the philosophy faculty. We had a great turnout (thank you to those of you who at-

tended!), and I was happy to see my students connect with many of the other members of the philosophy faculty. We 

finished off the semester with a wonderful set of student presentations of their 

philosophy research papers on Nietzsche; the topics included laughter, love, mar-
riage, religion, politics, authentic relationships, myth, pity, and values. The level of 

philosophical insight, creativity, and intellectual ability among the students in the 

class was astounding! What a gifted group! 

 
When I asked the students for feedback about the class, they expressed how 

much they enjoyed the class and appreciated the depth of the discussions. One 

student gave me a hand-written note thanking me for the class, saying, “Junior 
Seminar has been a real treat—it really felt like an honor, an achievement, a rite 

of passage.” In addition to it being a “rite of passage” for the students, it was also 

a sort of “rite of passage” for me personally. Through facing the challenges that I 

mentioned above as well as learning how to teach my first upper-level class, this 
experience has shaped me into a stronger philosopher and teacher.  
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Doctoral Student Hannah Venable reflects on her experience 

teaching the Junior Seminar 
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UD philosophy majors make their arduous way through a curriculum based on primary texts. 

The texts are often difficult, and although the discipline of reading them stretches and refines 

the wits, our primary goal is not to comprehend the texts themselves but to consider the things 

of which they speak. Herein lies the difficulty: the same works that have proven unparalleled in 

their depth of insight are often themselves obstacles to insight. Life is short, time in the class-

room is limited, and close attention to the text too often competes with the assessment of its 

most obvious themes. 
 

Sometimes, to be sure, the discipline of close independent reading comes first: our task is to 

wrestle with the text itself, in its hoary nakedness. Yet sometimes we might well wish that our 

reading assignment were not so brutally unclad—that it had thought to put on some clothes, to 

ornament itself for the occasion of learning. Small wonder, then, that such works have so often 

been clothed by others—that Aquinas, for instance, mindful of his students’ embarrassment, 

should have produced a wardrobe of “literal commentaries” on Aristotle. Small wonder, even, that his posthumous editors 

should have ornamented these commentaries with the outlines and summaries of a modern textbook. Small wonder, finally, that 

yet another style of dress should arise at the University of Dallas. 
 

The University of Dallas Textual Analysis Tool reimagines the literal commentary for a new medium, the World Wide Web. It thus 

enhances the ability of commentators not just to write about a text—to elucidate it from without, as it were—but to illuminate 

the text itself from within. Through virtual outlining, mark-up, and interpolation, the UDTAT commentator presents the text 

itself in such a way as to bring out its structure. Yet because these features can be displayed or hidden by the reader, the un-

clothed text remains accessible as well. 
 

Although the UDTAT is still under construction, a short 

but fundamental text—Aristotle’s Categories—already 

provides a working model. On the left side of the screen 

is a literal translation of the text; on the right a section-by

-section commentary. Unlike a traditional “literal com-

mentary,” however, the TAT commentary is a free-

flowing discussion that does little to outline the text or to 

tease out the structure of its arguments. Instead, the 

structure of the text and that of its arguments are pre-

sented dynamically within the text itself. 
 

To see a detailed outline of the text, for instance, the 

reader simply displays the TAT’s slide-out “Bookmarker” and selects “Show Outline.” The “Expand All” option shows the text 

itself arranged under the outline headings; “Text Only” and “Paragraph” both display the text without headings, laid out either 

according to the outline or simply in traditional paragraphs. Similar buttons next to each heading customize the display of individ-

ual sections. 
 

In addition to dividing and outlining, the TAT illuminates the fine structure of the text with a variety of colors. Displaying each 

section’s thesis in red, for example, facilitates reading the text as a series of claims to be clarified, illustrated, and defended. Argu-

ments can be displayed in brown, examples in green, and so forth. Within particular arguments, moreover, optional bracketed 

interpolations note the type of argument and the role of each premise. 
 

Now of course, the UDTAT’s strength is also its weakness. The more lucid we find an editor’s presentation of a text, that is, the 

more likely we are to lose sight of the editor’s presence. Not only in the side-by-side commentaries but within the texts them-

selves, the TAT edition reflects a series of fallible suggestions about how the text might fruitfully be read. This, of course, is what 

makes the option to hide these suggestions so important: so expressive, that is, of the nature and purpose of the commentary. 
 

A working model of the UDTAT is available at udtat.org to current UD faculty and students. The UDTAT is an initiative of Dr. Chris Mirus; it is being built by computer science 

major Joseph Malone with assistance from Dr. Rob Hochberg. Funding for the TAT has been provided by the Constantin Class of 1988, the Department of Philosophy, and the 

Office of the Provost. 

Dr. Chris Mirus develops UD Textual Analysis Tool (UDTAT) 
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 The Dallas Medieval Texts and Translations series recently published its twenty-first 

volume. In it, Dr. Roger Nutt, a theologian from Ave Maria University, offers the Latin 

text, an English translation, and extensive commentary on St. Thomas Aquinas’s dis-

puted question De unione Verbi incarnati, “On the Union of the Word Incarnate.” This 

question is “disputed” in more than one sense. For in it, Aquinas defends—or at least 

seems to defend—a view of the hypostatic union that differs from the ideas that he 

developed in the Summa theologiae. In the Summa, Thomas argued that Christ’s per-

sonal union (which means the fact that he is one person, even though he is both God 

and man) is due to the one act of existence, or esse, that gives him being. In the De 

unione, on the other hand, Thomas speaks of two acts of being, although he character-

izes the second as secundarium. 
 

What this secundarium means is indeed a disputed question! Dr. Nutt maintains that 

the second act of being does not contradict the position of the Summa: it is truly sec-

ondary, subordinate to Christ’s divine esse. 
 

The University of Dallas launched this book at a reception 

that Dr. Philipp Rosemann, editor of the series, organized 

in conjunction with the fiftieth International Medieval Con-

gress at Kalamazoo, Michigan. About thirty Thomists from 

around the United States gathered at the historic Kalama-

zoo House to listen to a brief speech by Dr. Nutt, meet 

Mr. Luc Peeters—of the Peeters publishing house, which produces the series for the University of 

Dallas—and enjoy hors d’oeuvres and drinks. 
 

Thomas Aquinas, De unione Verbi incarnati. Translation, Introduction, and Notes by Roger W. Nutt. Latin Text by Walter Senner, 

O.P., Barbara Bartocci, and Klaus Obenauer. With a Foreword by John F. Boyle. xi-157 pp. (Louvain: Peeters, 2015), ISBN 978-90-

429-3197-8, $58. 

An Update on the Dallas Medieval Texts and Translations 

As part of the developing collaboration between the University of Dallas and the Instituto 

Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), in March the Philosophy Department received a 
visit from Professor Pavel Jiménez Vázquez. Professor Jiménez met with UD faculty and 
students, as well as presenting a lecture on his research, which is in the area of philosophy 

and computers. The lecture gave an overview of the philosophical areas on which com-
puter technology has the greatest impact. For example, how close are computers to being 
able to simulate human minds? Or, to put it the other way around, are human minds 

merely complex computers? To answer these questions, Professor Jiménez drew attention 
to the definition of computers according to Alan Turing’s 1936 paper, “On Computable 
Numbers, with an Application to the Entscheidungsproblem.” Turing pointed out that ef-

fective computing requires a machine to follow a set of rules step by step, without any 
inspirational leaps or spontaneous insights. Such leaps and insights, however, seem to char-
acterize the human mind, in particular when it is at its most powerful. 
 

Fascinatingly, Professor Jiménez talked about attempts to resolve fundamental philosophical questions by having computers 
calculate whether particular propositions can be proven from strictly defined sets of axioms and rules. Thus, for example, 
researchers are trying to have computers prove God’s existence. However, when computers are “fed” problems of this na-

ture, their processes may take years to complete—with an additional problem: the results involve so many steps that they 
can never be verified by a human mind. Thus, we may get an irrefragable proof of God’s existence whose steps we may never 
understand! 

Philosophy and Computability: A Lecture by Pavel Jiménez Vázquez 
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Dr. Rosemann edits volume on the tradition of the Book of Sentences 

Dr. Rosemann’s doctoral work, which he completed at the Catholic University of Louvain in 
Belgium, was devoted to the metaphysics of St. Thomas Aquinas. When he was appointed at 

UD, his plan was to work as a Thomistic scholar, with some side interests in contemporary 

thought. But then, he discovered an almost incredible gap in the literature on medieval 

thought. There existed practically no modern scholarship on the most influential theologian 
of all times, Peter Lombard, whose Book of Sentences served as the standard theology text-

book in the universities and study houses of Europe from the beginning of the thirteenth 

century until (at least) the Council of Trent. There is therefore no work of Christian litera-
ture—only the Bible itself excepted—that has been commented upon more frequently than 

the Sentences. 
 

Dr. Rosemann has written two books—Peter Lombard (Oxford University Press, 2004) and 

The Study of a Great Medieval Book: Peter Lombard’s “Sentences” (University of Toronto Press, 

2007)—that have helped spur a renaissance of scholarship regarding this important medieval 
theologian. He recently completed this research project by editing the third (and final) vol-

ume of a handbook that brings together the contributions of scholars who have studied the way in which the Book of Sen-

tences has shaped the Western theological tradition: Mediaeval Commentaries on 

the “Sentences” of Peter Lombard, vol. 3 (Brill, 2015), ISBN 978-90-04-21184-1. 
 

One of the most interesting chapters in this book is by a team of two young Por-

tuguese researchers, Lidia Lanza and Marco Toste, who have scoured the libraries 
of the Iberian Peninsula in search for commentaries on the Sentences. Their in-

sights come close to being revolutionary. Hitherto, scholars have assumed that 

after the Council of Trent (1545–1563), Thomas’s Summa theologiae rapidly super-
seded Peter Lombard’s work as the standard theology textbook. Lanza and Toste 

have discovered, however, that this process of supersession took centuries to 

complete, at least in the Iberian Peninsula. Moreover, in the universities of the 

Spanish colonies, they found evidence that the Sentences played a central role in 
the theology curricula up into the eighteenth century. Thus, for example, the Uni-

versity of Mexico stipulated that theology students be examined on the basis of 

the Sentences as late as 1668; the University of Caracas still had the same regula-

tions in 1727. 
 

Dr. Rosemann’s work on Peter Lombard has enabled him to come to a much bet-
ter understanding of how traditions function, through the example of a particu-

larly important strand in the Western theological tradition. He hopes that these 

insights will be prove helpful in his current work on a book that will examine the 

relationship between tradition and innovation. 

Peter Lombard’s seal on a stamp issued by the 

Vatican in 1953 to commemorate the 800th 

anniversary of Peter Lombard’s death.  

Here’s a dark blue Chevy Camaro SS, with extra broad tires and dark aluminum 
wheels. Its 6.2L V8 engine makes 426 hp and reaches a maximum speed of 156 

mph. (A degree of performance of which one cannot take advantage on 183, at 

least not legally or without significant risk of injury.) Dr. Rosemann has taken a 

photo of it, as it is regularly found in the parking lot by the sports fields, where he 
parks his modest 2004 Element. (Not that he too doesn’t occasionally dream of 

owning something a little more exciting.) No doubt the Camaro belongs to a stu-

dent. But not just any student! A UD student. For the license plate reads THUMOS, which of course we all know is the 

Greek word for “spiritedness.” At least that’s what it means when the second syllable is accented, thus: θυμόϛ. With the 

stress on the first syllable, we get θύμος, which is Greek for “warty excrescence, esp. in the anal or genital regions”—a 
medical phenomenon which we suspect is unpleasant. No need to dwell on it here. 
 

This is not all. Above THUMOS we decipher another word on the license plate, EROS, and beneath it, EPITHUMIA. So 

our student is composed of eros, appetite, and spiritedness. Only nous is missing—on the license plate, not in the student 

(one hopes). 

               Only at UD … 
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Hundreds of individuals, representing a wide variety of disciplines, gathered 

in a single location, eager to discuss the great works of the Western intel-

lectual tradition. Sounds a lot like UD, right? Yes, that would be one way to 

describe what takes place at your alma mater every semester. It also de-
scribes what takes place at the annual conference sponsored by the Associa-

tion of Core Texts and Courses (ACTC), and for several years running UD 

has sent a contingent of professors and graduate students to this confer-

ence. For the past few years I have been privileged to join them. 
 

According to its own description of itself, the ACTC “supports individuals, 

provides fora, and develops initiatives that advance and strengthen the inte-

grated and common study of world classics and texts of major cultural sig-
nificance. The ACTC welcomes faculty and administrators dedicated to 

building sound liberal education.” UD has been involved with the ACTC 

from early on, since, as this description suggests, the ACTC’s activities 

closely align with those of Constantin College. Indeed, many of the confer-
ence attendees recognize UD’s unique undergraduate liberal education, embodied especially in the core curriculum, as a 

model for their own institutions. Attending this conference reminds me of how blessed I am to teach at a university 

that still has an extensive, integrated curriculum undertaken by students with a robust love of learning. 
 

The primary forum for discussing liberal education that the ACTC provides is its annual conference. This past April the 

ACTC held its 21st annual conference in the historic town of Plymouth, Massachusetts, and several UD professors and 

graduate students attended, including Dr. Parens of the Philosophy Department. I was a participant in a session that 
discussed aspects of medieval thought. My paper, “From Monasticism to Scholasticism: Reflections on Anselm and Aqui-

nas,” attempted to outline the way in which thinking changed from the period of the monks to that of the schoolmen. 

(Previous papers I presented at the ACTC conference include “Free Choice and Liberal Thinking: Reflections on Aqui-

nas” and “Pedagogical Dimensions of Boethius’s Consolation.”) During my session, three others gave papers, and then 
ensued a conversation concerning all four papers—a conversation lasting longer than it took for the papers themselves 

to be presented. Indeed, unique to this conference are the wide-ranging, lengthy conversations that take place during 

each session. The conference is so arranged as to leave ample time for conversation among the presenters and those 

attending a session, who represent a variety of disciplines. These conversations are rich, and, speaking for myself, I de-
part each session with new thoughts and insights that deepen my teaching or research. 

 

In a time when liberal education is under fire from a variety of sources and strong core curricula are difficult to find, a 
gathering like the ACTC conference rejuvenates college faculty from across the nation who are dedicated to the ideals 

of liberal education. Besides improvements in teaching and research that this conference fosters, friendships also blos-

som there. Indeed, as I hope you experienced at UD, conversations about the higher things, especially as addressed by 

the greatest minds in history, have a curious way of uniting the minds and hearts of interlocutors. For these reasons, 
then, it has been a blessing to me to represent UD and the Philosophy Department at the ACTC conference, and I 

hope to continue to do so in the coming years. 

A Unique Academic Conference: 

Dr. Walz reports on the annual conference of the ACTC 

What we are reading … 
 

Dr. Philipp Rosemann: Correcting linguistic mistakes can be fun—and it must be, otherwise the 

lives of people like copyeditors and humanities professors would be hell! Mary Norris shares her 
part of this fun in her book Between You & Me: Confessions of a Comma Queen (W. W. Norton, 
2015). Ms. Norris is the long-time copyeditor at The New Yorker. Her reflections on dangling parti-

ciples, solecisms, commas, dashes, and hyphens are entertaining as well as instructive. Where else 
would one get several pages devoted to the all so common mistake of using the first-person singu-
lar pronoun in the nominative case after a preposition—as in “between you and I,” the mother of 

all solecisms?  
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Last year’s Aquinas Lecture, which Fr. Robert J. Spitzer, 

S.J., delivered under the title, “Evidence for God from 

Physics and Philosophy: Extending the Legacy of Monsi-

gnor Georges Lemaître and St. Thomas Aquinas,” is now 

available as a handsome small book. Published by St. 

Augustine’s Press of South Bend, Ind., the book carries a 

foreword by Dr. Christopher Mirus, who gave the re-

sponse to Father Spitzer’s lecture. 

 

Robert J. Spitzer, S.J., Evidence for God from Physics and Phi-

losophy: Extending the Legacy of Monsignor Georges Le-

maître and St. Thomas Aquinas (South Bend, Ind.: St. 

Augustine’s Press, 2015), 134 pp., ISBN 978-1-58731-239-

7, $18. 

2014 Aquinas  

Lecture Published 


