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Dear Alumnae and Alumni, 
 
Please join me in congratulating our class of 2013 on the successful completion of 
their Philosophy major at UD. And thank you to the seniors for sharing their infor-
mation with us! 
 
We are slowly building a community of UD Philosophy alumni that is more than a 
bunch of names in a database. In this fourth issue of our newsletter, three further 
alumni are sharing their stories with us. One of these alumni, Dr. Don Barker 
CPA, belongs to an earlier generation of UD graduates, while Michael Hayes and 
Mary Tetzlaff graduated much more recently. It is interesting and inspiring to hear 
where their lives—and their UD degrees—have taken them. As it turns out, with a 
degree in Philosophy one can surely embark on a career as a professional philoso-
pher (which almost always means an academic career), but one can also become a 
successful tax professional! Who would have thought … 
 
Please help us in our efforts to continue building our alumni community. Let us 
know where life has taken you, and what role your Philosophy degree has played in 
it. We can be reached at phildept@udallas.edu. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
Philipp W. Rosemann 
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Fifteen seniors graduated this May with their Philosophy B.A.’s—a good 
number for the Department, not like the large class of twenty-two from 
last year, but still very respectable for a subject that is not for everyone. 
Philosophy, after all, requires not only a good head on one’s shoulders, 
but also the willingness to ask deep and sometimes unsettling questions: 
Is there a God? What is the meaning of it all? What can we know? Why 
is there evil? And, in addition to the courage that these questions re-
quire, there is the courage of opting for a subject with no immediate 
utility. “Philosophy is useless,” Heidegger said provocatively in one of his 
lectures: unlike chemistry, or biology, or even certain kinds of psychol-
ogy, philosophy does not contribute in any direct way to economic well
-being—which is, after all, the way in which our society understands 
utility. 
 

The fifteen seniors spent the fall semester studying the topic “Having 
the Blues: Melancholy, Acedia, Anxiety, and Depression.” They discov-

ered the various ways in which the Western intellectual and the Christian traditions have framed this strange state that is pecu-
liar to humans—a state not of fleeting sadness, but of profound disaffection with existence as such. Several students explored the 
monastic concept of acedia, understood as a state in which the monk becomes incapable of enjoying the fruits of his spiritual life. 
Acedia, the class found out, is distinct from the famous “dark nights of the soul” that characterize the spiritual ascent. Others 
explored the notion of melancholy, or “black bile,” finding that melancholy has often been associated with aesthetic sensibility 
and artistic creativity. If melancholy is a term of Greek origin, and acedia represents a specifically Christian way of talking about 
fundamental sadness, more recent philosophers have employed the concepts of anxiety, despair, and alienation to analyze the 
phenomenon of becoming uprooted from one’s existence in this world. Kierkegaard’s influential work figured centrally in the 
reflections of several seniors, but Hegel, Sartre, and even Hobbes were 
covered as well. Finally, modern psychology couches the state under 
discussion in terms of depression, and given the prevalence of this con-
cept in contemporary debates, it was important that several seniors 
devoted their work to it. 
 

The seniors presented their theses at the Department’s Second Senior 
Philosophy Conference, held in the evening of Friday, March 22, and all 
day on Saturday, March 23, 2013. Attendance on the Friday evening was 
overwhelming, with standing room only in the Gorman Faculty Lounge, 
which observers attributed in equal measure to the quality of the papers 
presented and the availability of free beer. The traditional Senior Party 
took place after the comps, to celebrate the achievement of our seniors 
and wish them well for the future. Everyone met at Gloria’s in Oak Cliff 
on Monday, May 6, 2013, and had margaritas, Tex-Mex food, and (one 
hopes) a good time. 

Michaela Sobrak-Seaton’s senior thesis dealt with “Alienation 

and the Irreducible Self.” Michaela has been admitted into the 

Master’s program at the Dominican School of Philosophy and 

Theology in California, but she is first going to spend a year in 

Germany, having been awarded a Fulbright Grant for a teaching 

assistantship there. 

Camille Pecha devoted her senior thesis to “The Depressed 

Memory: An Analysis of the Phenomenon of Differences in 

Memory Between Depressed and Non-Depressed Individuals 

from a Philosophical Perspective.” For her outstanding work in 

philosophy, Camille was the recipient of the Department’s 2013 

Father Thomas Cain Aquinas Medal.  



Here are the titles of the theses of the graduating class of 2013, together with some 
information on their future plans—to the extent that the Department is aware of them. 
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Carly Alexander wrote a senior 

thesis on “Neuroses, Relational-

ity, and Man’s Existential Needs.” 

After taking time off, she plans to 

pursue a Master’s degree in 

counseling in order to become a 

licensed professional counselor. 

Patrick Brehany devoted his 

thesis to “Walker Percy: Novels 

for the Sundered Soul of Man.” 

After UD, he will attend the Sara-

toga Fellows Program, a fellow-

ship in ethical leadership for 

recently commissioned military 

officers. He will then take up his 

position as an active-duty Second 

Lieutenant in the Armor branch 

of the United States Army. He 

was named Distinguished Military 

Graduate, ROTC, receiving first 

place in a group of 110 cadets. 

Alex Bukaty wrote on 

“Combating the Spirit of Acedia: 

Early Christian Philosophy and 

Hegel’s ‘Unhappy Conscious-

ness.’” Alex will attend Loyola 

University of New Orleans to 

study law. He is planning to marry 

Christina Taylor-Bird. 

 

 

 

Andrew Paul Christman com-

pleted a senior thesis on “Acedia: 

The Besetting Sin of the Modern 

Age?” He received a tuition wa-

ver and assistantship stipend 

from Texas Tech University in 

Lubbock, where he will embark 

on a Master’s program in philoso-

phy. 

Reid Cover’s thesis was entitled 

“Two Rival Versions of Despair: 

Kierkegaard and MacIntyre in 

Dialogue.” Reid received a partial 

tuition scholarship from the Uni-

versity of Notre Dame School of 

Law. He was married to Claire 

Hand on June 8, 2013. 

Jessica Deal composed a senior 

thesis on the topic, “‘She Dwells 

with Beauty’: The Nature of Mel-

ancholy as Aesthetic Sensibility.” 

Jessica is the recipient of the (full-

tuition) Quasten Scholarship from 

the Catholic University of Amer-

ica, where she will pursue gradu-

ate studies in philosophy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Fitzpatrick submitted a 

senior thesis on the topic, “From 

Soul’s Weariness to Love’s Dark 

Purgation: Acedia and the Dark 

Nights of the Soul.” He plans to 

teach at Jesuit High School in 

Dallas. 

In his senior thesis, David Her-

nandez examined the topic, “On 

Loneliness: Why We Need Soli-

tude.” He will work as a financial 

analyst in the private banking 

sector. Already having received a 

job offer from Banque Heritage in 

Geneva, he is still applying for 

similar positions in New York. 

Emma Langley wrote on 

“Alienation: The Self and the 

Other in Hegel and Sartre.” Emma 

has been accepted to the Univer-

sity of Houston’s Graduate Col-

lege of Social Work. Before taking 

up her Master’s studies there, 

however, she is going to spend a 

year as a member of the Jesuit 

Volunteer Corps in Venice, Cali-

fornia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angela Mistaleski completed a 

senior thesis on “Hobbes Un-

bound: The Political Remedy in 

the Leviathan for Promethean 

Anxiety.” Angela is taking a year 

off to apply to grad schools. Her 

plan is to obtain a PhD in Political 

Theory.  

Patrick Rowles submitted a sen-

ior thesis on “Melancholy and 

Exceptional Creative Activity: 

Modifying the Mad Genius Hy-

pothesis.” 

Benjamin Starnes prepared a 

senior thesis on the topic, 

“Depression or Emptiness? Lo-

gotherapy Revisited.” Ben is go-

ing to work as a travel assistant 

for Tom Pauken, gubernatorial 

candidate for the state of Texas. 

Ruben Tobar wrote his senior 

thesis on “Kierkegaard’s Concept 

of Despair: Dangers, Difficulties, 

and Direction for Occasion of 

Faith.” 
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The Aquinas Medal 
 

The Thirty-First Aquinas Lecture: 
John F. Boyle on “Master Thomas Aquinas and the Fullness of Life” 

 
On January 28, 2013—the feast day of St. Thomas 
Aquinas—Professor John F. Boyle delivered the Uni-
versity of Dallas’ thirty-first Aquinas Lecture.  Pro-
fessor Boyle is a professor of Theology and Catholic 
Studies at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. He holds advanced degrees from the 
Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies as well as 
from the University of Toronto. Boyle is an interna-
tionally respected Thomistic scholar. His studies are 
characterized by the kind of learning that has long 
been associated with the Pontifical Institute, where 
all students were trained rigorously in palaeography 
and Latin, so as to enable them to study medieval 
thought and literature on the basis of the sources, 
not second-hand commentaries and modern transla-
tions. Boyle is perhaps best known for his edition, 
prepared in collaboration with the late Fr. Leonard 
Boyle, O.P., of the newly discovered Lectura romana 
of St. Thomas. The Lectura is a revised commentary 
on Peter Lombard’s Book of Sentences which Thomas 
composed while lecturing to his Dominican con-
freres in Rome. Professor Boyle has delivered the 
Aquinas Lectures at the National University of Ire-
land, Maynooth, as well as at Thomas Aquinas Col-
lege, California, and Notre Dame Seminary in New 
Orleans. 
 
Professor Boyle’s Aquinas Lecture was devoted to 
the topic “Master Thomas Aquinas and the Fullness 
of Life.” The lecture was deeply personal in two 
ways. First, Professor Boyle spoke of his own ex-
perience of discovering St. Thomas as a teacher, and 
this through his teachers at the Pontifical Institute. 
Secondly, Boyle endeavored to bring out the connec-
tion between Thomas’s teaching on the fullness of 

life, both in this world and beyond, and the master’s own practices as a teacher and writer. How was Thomas’s pedagogy 
not only informed by insights on the fullness of life, but designed to lead to that very fullness? Professor Boyle’s lecture made 
it abundantly clear that Thomas Aquinas, despite his reputation of being some-
what “dry” by comparison with other Christian teachers, such as St. Augustine, 
was far from being “a brain on a stick,” as Boyle jokingly remarked. He was a 
living, passionate, brilliant teacher of the fullness of the Christian life. 
 
Professor Boyle’s lecture will inaugurate UD’s new series of published Aquinas 
Lectures, which will be produced in co-operation with St. Augustine’s Press of 
South Bend, Indiana. The publication of an expanded version of the lecture is 
expected for the spring of 2014. 

John F. Boyle delivering the Aquinas Lecture 
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Dr. Dennis Sepper’s magnum opus on the imagination was published by Springer, a well-known name in interna-
tional academic publishing. Springer was founded in Berlin in 1842. The book, entitled Understanding Imagination: The 
Reason of Images, is a “great work” even just due to its size: almost 550 pages! But it also represents about three 
decades of reflection on the question of the imagination, which Dr. Sepper first encountered when, in teaching a 
graduate course on scientific method, he found that the secondary literature on Descartes failed to account in a satis-
factory way for the role of the imagination in the philosopher’s thought, reducing imagination to rationalizing intellect. 
In Understanding Imagination, Dr. Sepper combines a history of the theory of the imagination in the Western tradition 
with an analysis of the role that it plays in the practice of human life, from mathematics to art. 
 

The Philosophy Department plans to hold a colloquium on Understanding Imagination in the fall. More information is 
available at http://www.springer.com/philosophy/epistemology+and+philosophy+of+science/book/978-94-007-6506-1. 

In the first half of 2013, no fewer than four new volumes have appeared in the Dallas 
Medieval Texts and Translations series. Volume 16 offers texts by Adelmann of Liège, 
who in his correspondence with Berengar of Tours made an important contribution to the 
Eucharistic controversies of the eleventh century. Volume 17 contains the Rhetorica divina 
by William of Auvergne, an audacious attempt to apply the categories of Ciceronian rheto-
ric to Christian prayer—one sees, the encounter between the Christian tradition and 
Greco-Roman thought was not limited to philosophy and theology, but had effects on the 
practice of Christian life. Volume 18 is devoted to the “sequences” (a technical term for 
hymns) that Adam of Saint-Victor composed in the Parisian abbey of Saint-Victor in the 
twelfth century, covering all the major feast days. Paul the Deacon’s Liber de episcopis Met-
tensibus has found a place in volume 19 of the series. It is an eighth-century text that em-
phasizes the importance of the city of Metz in the Carolingian empire by, among other 
things, tracing Charlemagne’s genealogy back to Arnulf, the seventh-century bishop of that 
city in the northwest of modern-day France. 
 

The four volumes, then, represent a broad spectrum of medieval Latin composition, from 
philosophy and theology to hymns and history. The shortest of the four volumes is a book-
let of 95 pages, whereas the longest—the Rhetorica divina—comes to 465 pages. 
 

For more info, go to www.dallasmedievaltexts.org. 

Several members of the Philosophy Department wrote entries for the new four-volume New Catholic Encyclopedia 
Supplement 2012–2013: Ethics and Philosophy. Father James Lehrberger contributed the articles on “belief,” 
“entelechy,” and “teleological arguments for the existence of God.” Dr. William Frank wrote “citizenship” and 
“haecceity.” The latter is of course Duns Scotus’s term for the irreducible principle of individuality. Dr. Frank com-
ments that he enjoyed the challenge to be economical yet accessible in explaining the complex notion of one of the 
simplest of metaphysicals. Dr. Robert Wood composed the entry on “subjectivity.” Dr. Christopher Mirus 
showed his expertise in the philosophy of science by explaining the concept of “space.” And Dr. Philipp Rosemann 
explained the meaning and relevance of “postmodernism,” especially in the context of the Catholic tradition. 
 

Several other UD faculty members and alumni contributed to the New Catholic Encyclopedia Supplement: Glen Arbery, 
Michael Bolin, James Harald, Michael Healy, John Hittinger, Billy Junker, Cynthia Nielsen, Nathan Schleuter, Marianne 
Siegmund, Joseph Trabbic … UD certainly does not come out badly! 
 

Further information is available at http://www.gale.cengage.com/servlet/ItemDetailServlet?region=9&imprint=000&title 
Code=NCE&type=1&cf=p&id=256387. 

Dr. Matthew Walz published a new translation and introduction to Anselm’s Proslogion, with its famous “ontological 
proof” of God’s existence. The validity and status of this proof—even the question as to whether it was meant to be a 
proof at all—have been the subject of debate since Anselm’s own day. Dr. Walz hopes to cast new light on these 
fascinating issues by translating the Proslogion quite literally, paying attention even to the etymological roots of terms. 
For example, in order to make us think anew about Anselm’s terminology, he has decided to render misericordia not 
as “mercy,” but as “pity-heartedness,” as misericordia consists of the two elements miser (“pitiable”) and cor (“heart”). 
His introduction emphasizes the need not to take the proof out of the context of the argument of the treatise as a 
whole. 
 

The book is available from St. Augustine’s Press. More info at http://www.staugustine.net/our-books/books/
proslogion/. 

Publications 
 

The spring term has been particularly fruitful in terms of publication by our faculty. 
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Dr. Joshua Parens appointed Dean of the Braniff Graduate School 

Philosophy Department member Dr. Joshua Parens was recently 
appointed to serve as the new dean of the Braniff Graduate School of 
Liberal Arts. Braniff offers a number of Master’s programs as well as 
the doctorate within the Institute of Philosophic Studies. Dr. Parens 
plans to build on the distinguished history of the school—where lumi-
naries such as Willmoore Kendall, Mel Bradford, Frederick Wilhelm-
sen, and Louise Cowan have taught—but also to address some of its 
weaknesses, such as the lack of sufficient scholarship money. 
 

The University leadership has welcomed Dr. Parens warmly among its 
ranks. “Dr. Parens is both a distinguished scholar and an instrumental 
leader at the University of Dallas,” said President Thomas W. Keefe. 
“I look forward to his tenure as dean.” And Provost Berry added: 
“Throughout his years with the university, Dr. Parens has been very 
active in the university’s service, most notably directing the graduate 
program in philosophy and contributing to our regular accreditation 
processes.” 
 

Dr. Parens, in addition to serving as director of the graduate program 
in Philosophy, has taught at the University of Dallas for 16 years. A 

noted scholar of medieval Jewish and Islamic thought, he published his most recent book, Maimonides and Spinoza: Their Conflict-
ing Views of Human Nature, with the University of Chicago Press. Parens’s expertise extends to early modern and political phi-
losophy and metaphysics. 
 

“I’m excited for this opportunity to serve Braniff,” said Parens. “During my first year, I hope to devote much of my attention to 
enriching our Master’s degree programs, before turning to the program that differentiates us from most others, the Institute of 
Philosophic Studies. Above all, I hope to gain further support for graduate students.” 

Dr. Philipp Rosemann teaches in Paris 

After the end of the spring term in Irving, Department chair Dr. Philipp Rose-
mann spent a month teaching in Paris, at the École des hautes études en sciences 
sociales. The EHESS is a graduate school that specializes in the social sciences, 
which it approaches in a broadly interdisciplinary manner. One the move-
ments with which the EHESS is associated is the nouvelle histoire, or “new his-
tory,” an approach to historiography that emphasizes the role of “mentalities” 
in the shaping of history. According to the nouvelle histoire, it is less particular 
agents and specific events that account for the course of history, but social 
customs, institutions, rituals, and ways of thinking. 
 

Dr. Rosemann got invited to the EHESS by Alain Boureau, a student of 
Jacques Le Goff, who was one of the major medievalist representatives of the 
“new history.” Boureau and Rosemann started corresponding a couple of 
years ago, when Rosemann reviewed one of Boureau’s books, En somme, in 
which the French colleague argued for a psychoanalytic interpretation of scho-
lasticism. In 1996, Dr. Rosemann had himself published a French book in 
which he attempted an interpretation of St. Thomas’s thought through the 
lens of Lacanian psychoanalysis. 
 

Dr. Rosemann’s Parisian lectures were devoted to the rise of a more robust, almost modern notion of the subject in the scho-
lastic theology of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Focusing in particular on the role of Peter Lombard in the creation of an 
academic theology—as opposed to the pious reading and interpretation of Scripture in the monasteries—Rosemann examined 
how scholastic theologians gradually became more self-confident in imposing their own structures on God’s word, transform-
ing the narratives of the Bible into rigorously articulated theological systems. In these developments, Rosemann diagnosed a 
certain will to dominate the biblical text that foreshadows modern subjectivity. 
 

Dr. Rosemann hopes to expand on his lectures to publish them as a French book. 



 

UD’s Privilege: Helping to Form Future Priests 
by Matthew Walz 
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Last summer I was asked by the Univer-
sity of Dallas to become the director of 
the Philosophy & Letters and pre-
theologian programs, a responsibility I 
gratefully accepted. By means of these 
programs, the University of Dallas—
unlike many universities, even Catholic 
ones—is privileged to participate di-
rectly in the formation of future priests. 
Currently 80 to 90 seminarians attend 
UD at various levels of formation. The 
majority of them live at Holy Trinity 
Seminary (HTS), which is located down 
the hill behind the Braniff Building, while 
the rest live in houses of formation 
nearby. This number reflects a marked 
increase compared to even five years 
ago; in fact, HTS is nearly filled to capac-
ity, owing in large measure to the pru-
dent rectorship of Msgr. Michael Olson. 
In what follows I offer a brief overview 
of priestly formation in the United 
States and how UD shares in this eccle-
sial responsibility. 
 

Since 2005, the formation of priests in 
the United States has taken place in 
accord with the Program of Priestly For-
mation (PPF). The bishops of the United 
State prepared this document in light of 
the insights into priesthood and priestly 
formation articulated by Pope John Paul 
II (especially in his Apostolic Exhortation 
Pastores Dabo Vobis) as well as the sex-
abuse scandals (which manifested seri-
ous deficiencies in priestly formation in 
this country). The result was a more 
comprehensive program for seminarians 
based on four “pillars” of formation: 
human, spiritual, intellectual, and pas-
toral. UD’s participation in this program 
deals with, of course, the intellectual 
formation of the seminarians, while the 
other pillars are covered at HTS or the 
houses of formation. 
 

The former university professor Pope 
John Paul II—not to mention his succes-
sor, Pope Benedict XVI—recognized 
how crucial intellectual formation is for 
priests ministering in a world often bent 
on cutting ties with its intellectual and 
cultural past. Accordingly, the intellec-
tual formation outlined in the PPF is 
intense, especially in comparison to 
what was required in the years following 
the Second Vatican Council. In fact, to 
those alumni reading this newsletter, the 
requirements for philosophical studies 

would appear quite familiar, as they 
match almost perfectly those required 
for a UD philosophy major. Hence all 
seminarians attending UD take the three 
core philosophy courses, the four-
course history of philosophy sequence, 
Ethics, Philosophy of God, and Episte-
mology. In addition, every seminarian 
takes 12 hours of theology, namely, the 
two core theology courses as well as a 
two-course sequence in systematic the-
ology. In short, the seminarians coming 

out of UD are well-prepared for their 
subsequent theological studies at major 
seminary. 
 

There are two sorts of seminarians that 
attend UD, namely, undergraduate and 
post-baccalaureate. Most of the semi-
narians—approximately two thirds—are 
the former; they are enrolled at UD as 
undergraduates seeking a bachelor’s 
degree. The post-baccalaureate semi-
n a r i a n s ,  u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  “ p r e -
theologians”—are men who have de-
cided to enter seminary after having 
earned a college degree. These pre-
theologians usually spend two years at 
UD doing a “crash course” in under-
graduate philosophy and theology. In 
four semesters they complete the re-
quirements in philosophy and theology 
listed above so that they can continue 
on to theological studies in major semi-
nary. If they do so satisfactorily, these 
post-baccalaureate seminarians earn a 
Certificate in Propaedeutic Studies, 
which acknowledges their completion of 

philosophical studies in preparation for 
the priesthood. 
 

Undergraduate seminarians, on the 
other hand, usually spend four years at 
UD and graduate with a bachelor’s de-
gree. Their major is called Philosophy & 
Letters, which was designed specifically 
for such seminarians. These young men 
receive the full benefits of UD’s core 
curriculum and imbibe its unique ethos 
of Catholic liberal education. As men-
tioned above, their major requirements 
are similar to a Philosophy major. The 
differences are two additional courses in 
systematic theology, a required course 
in traditional logic, and a separate two-
course capstone sequence of Senior 
Seminar and Senior Thesis (which re-
places the capstone sequence taken by 
Philosophy majors, i.e., Junior Seminar, 
Senior Seminar, Senior Thesis, and the 
comprehensive exams). To be sure, 
these young men live at the seminary or 
their houses of formation and partici-
pate in their community lives there; 
nonetheless, no small number of them 
are active in the campus life of UD and 
proudly consider themselves not only 
seminarians, but also UD undergradu-
ates. 
 

When completing these programs, al-
though some of these young men dis-
cern out of seminary, a majority of them 
continue on to various major seminaries 
around the United States and in Rome. I 
have heard from many a rector and 
seminary professor that the coursework 
at UD has prepared these young men 
excellently for their continuing intellec-
tual formation in theology. For me, be-
ing director of these programs has been 
a true blessing that has filled me with 
hope. I have learned from these young 
men that to follow a call to the priest-
hood today is to fill up in no small way 
what is lacking in the sufferings of 
Christ, as did the Apostle before us. Yet 
I also have learned just how much these 
young men are strengthened by God’s 
grace to do so in the face of many dis-
tractions and temptations. The Lord of 
the harvest has asked us to pray for 
such hearers of his call, and so I encour-
age you to pray for the perseverance of 
these seminarians, who are blessed to 
receive the unique philosophical educa-
tion that UD offers. 



 

 

A report on the game from graduating senior and team captain Ben Starnes 
 

When Team Theology took to the softball field Saturday morning for the annual Handmaiden Bowl, they 
were looking to continue their four-year winning streak over Team Philosophy. Making their attitude clear 
from the outset, they began to heckle their opponents: “We’ve got the Spirit, yes we do, we’ve got the 
Spirit, how ’bout you?!?” Dr. Chris Mirus from the Philosophy Department shouted back from his stance in 
the batter’s box: “We’ve got nature, and it wins baseball games!” 
 

Dr. Mirus’s prophecy came true, as Philosophy won the day: 15-5. Fielding an all-star defense consisting of 
coach Fraser Holmes (BA ’09) and Philosophy faculty members Drs. William Frank, Matthew Walz, and 
Frank Scalambrino, Team Philosophy also enjoyed several hit parades that portended victory early on. At 
the end of the game, as per tradition, Team Theology knelt in the dirt, and pledged their hand-maidenly 
fealty to their new masters in the Philosophy Department, giving the Philosophy faculty the right to sum-
mon any member of the Theology faculty with the simple ring of a bell, which is mounted on a plaque given 
to the winning team. 

 

“I just can’t believe it,” said Dr. Goodwin, Theology Department chair and team pitcher, after the ceremony was over. “It was so won-
derful having the Philosophy Department chair Dr. Philipp Rosemann bring me a fresh cup of coffee each morning, grade my papers, 
and vacuum my office in the evenings. Now, not only am I going to start grading my own papers again, but I don’t even remember 
where to get the coffee any more. And Dr. Rosemann made it pretty clear that he wasn’t going to tell me.” 
 

Philosophy Faculty members offered their own thoughts as well. “Am I going to abuse the privilege? Of course not, I wouldn’t put it 
that way,” mused Fr. James Lehrberger, O. Cist., as he tucked away his batting gloves. “I’d say that I’m doing my Christian duty of help-
ing my brothers and sisters in the Theology Department gain a little more humility, helping us all to regain that early Christian practice 
of public penance.” 
 

Founded in 2005 by Joe Landreneau (BA ’05), the Handmaiden Bowl hasn’t always been fought on the softball field. At certain points, 
Flag football and Frisbee were both used to determine “Handmaiden” status. Throughout the years, though, the Handmaiden Bowl has 
traditionally enjoyed a great turnout of friends, family, and faculty who come out to cheer on their teams. Students are the ones who 
especially enjoy the opportunity afforded them by the Handmaiden Bowl to meet alumni and play with their professors, while avoiding 
the risk of handmaidenly servitude for an academic year. 
 

Please come out next year and join us as we battle once again to keep Theology as the handmaiden to Philosophy! 
 

Thanks to all of Philosophy 
team members who came out 
to play! Front row left to right: 
Fraser Holmes (BA ’09), Dr. 
Matthew Walz, Dr. William 
Frank, John Rico (MA student), 
and Michaela Sobrak-Seaton 
(BA ’13). Back row left to right: 
Michael Bowden (BA student), 
Andrew Farley (BA ’99), Quinn 
Huston (Ph&L ’13), Mel LeBlanc 
(PhD ’00), Dr. Frank Scalam-
brino, Kevin Simmons (Ph&L 
’13), Ben Starnes (BA ’13), An-
drew Christman (’13), Reid 
Cover (BA ’13), and Dr. Chris 
Mirus. Not pictured,   Taylor 
Marshall (PhD ’09) 
 

Also, huge thanks to Dr. Tom 
Jodziewicz of the History De-
partment, who volunteered to 
referee the game, and to Dr. 
William Stigall (MA ’09), whose 
generous donation enabled the 
purchase of shirts for both 
teams! 
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The 2013 Handmaiden Bowl  

Philosophy vs. Theology—Who is Whose Handmaiden? 

2013 Team Philosophy 
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Don Barker ’66, Ph.D., CPA—Not your Regular Philosophy Alum 

Need a CPA who also happens to have a UD liberal-arts education, with a B.A. in Philosophy and a Ph.D. from Notre 
Dame? Don Barker ’66 of Plano is a member of this select and perhaps unlikely group—although, as Don told us, he is not 
the only certified tax professional with a background in philosophy. 
 

Don began his college education at St. John’s Seminary in Little Rock, Arkansas. But he discerned a vocation to the lay, 
married life, and so completed his bachelor’s degree at the University of Dallas in 1966. He went on to Notre Dame, 
where he received his Ph.D. in 1970, with a dissertation drawing on Kierkegaard and Wittgenstein which was entitled, 

“Becoming a Christian and Assenting to Assertions.” Don then spent seven years teaching philosophy in a variety of col-
leges, not only in Texas, but also in Louisiana and New York. Even after his career change—Don’s MBA is from the Uni-
versity of North Texas and, starting in 1979, he worked for several major accounting firms in the Dallas area before open-
ing his own practice in 1990—Don retains a strong and passionate interest in the humanities. His current interest is 
mainly the thought of John Meier, a priest and scripture scholar at Notre Dame who is best known for his multi-volume 
work, A Marginal Jew. 
 

Don’s wife Dorothy is also a UD alum, with a degree in education (she received her B.A. in 1976, after they were married 
in 1966). She attended Ursuline in Dallas, and her maiden name was McNally. So far, the couple has been blessed with five 
children and ten grandchildren. 
 

Don says that there are other tax professionals who have academic roots in philosophy. He personally knows at least two 
colleagues who hold doctorates in philosophy.  Other friends of his found an undergraduate education in philosophy to be 
a great foundation for further study in law. Thus, he tells us of a friend who has a B.A. in Philosophy from TCU, plus a 
Ph.D. in Philosophy and a law degree from Harvard. Another attorney friend majored in Philosophy at Yale and Oxford, 
then went back to Yale to get his law degree, and later clerked at the Supreme Court! He now practices law in Dallas. 
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’09 UD Class Valedictorian & Philosophy Department Aquinas 

Medalist, Mary Tetzlaff, at the Catholic University of America 

News from Michael Hayes ’12 at the University of Kansas 

Michael Hayes ’12 sent us the following update from the University of Kansas, where he is working toward a doctorate in philosophy: 
 

“I just wanted to give the department some updates, since I owe everybody special thanks for my opportunity to pursue a 
Ph.D. in philosophy! 
 

I’ve (just about) knocked out 18 hours of graduate coursework here at the University of Kansas, taking classes in Aristotle’s 
Politics, Neo-Kantian Ethics, Death, Nietzsche, Contemporary Metaphysics, and Philosophy of Science. I’ve had some great 
professors and classes here, even if the subject matter is often quite a bit different from what I experienced at UD. (People are 
shocked when I say that Heidegger is pretty much the only twentieth-century philosopher I have really studied!) 
 

Anyway, I’ve also had the great opportunity to present a paper at two 
small graduate conferences, one at Dowling College in Long Island, N.Y., 
and another at Syracuse University. Both were variations on the same 
paper—a critique of hedonist accounts of death’s badness. Ben Bradley, in 
Well-Being and Death, argued that death is bad for someone as it deprives 
him or her from future pleasures (or is good for someone, as it deprives 
him or her from future pains). That is, whether or not one’s death is good 
or bad for a person depends on whether his or her life would have been 
more pleasant or painful if he or she had not died. For this to work, Brad-
ley construed (what I believe to be) a fairly convoluted view of well-being, 
where no person at any time can know how good or bad his life is, even 
though pleasure is the only intrinsically valuable thing. 
 

As it happens, Ben Bradley was there to listen to my presentation! (A little 
nerve-racking, to say the least). He politely criticized my view, though I 
don’t know if he really understood it, but overall I think it was well-
received. 
 

And in other news, I will have my own Introduction to Philosophy sec-
tions next semester. One of the great things about UD was that I was 
always taught by experienced professors who knew their stuff; but I sup-
pose KU is advantageous for me as a teacher, since I can gain plenty of 
experience before even having an M.A. So wish me luck as I attempt to get 
more students interested in philosophy! 
 

I wish everyone in the department a great and fruitful summer, and I thank 
you all once again for your dedication to education—I greatly appreciate 
it.” 
 

Thank you, Michael. And we all here in Irving wish you well for your continuing studies. 

After graduating with a BA in Philosophy from UD in 2009, Mary Elizabeth Tetzlaff taught at 

Great Hearts Academies in Phoenix for two years. She is now working through the MA/PhD 

program in Philosophy at the Catholic University of America. She is scheduled to complete 

and receive her MA in the fall of 2013, for which she wrote a thesis on pre-Aristotelian ethi-

cal vocabulary. She also begins her final year of PhD coursework in the fall. Her interests con-

centrate on ancient philosophy, particularly on Plato. She does spend some time trying to 

understand Aristotle, however, and will be presenting a paper on his De anima at the 2013 
conference of the American Catholic Philosophical Association. She also received the ACPA's 

Young Scholar Award for this paper. While at Catholic University, she has worked for the 

Review of Metaphysics as the book review editor and in summer of 2013 was promoted to 
manager. When she finds some spare time, she enjoys working through Euclid and thinking 

about ancient mathematics. 
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Philosophy Crossword Puzzle 

* Look for the answers in our next issue! 
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